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STAFF 

at  31st  December.  1954 


Jointly  with  Selkirk  County  Council  and  Small  Burgh  Authoriti 


Medical  Officer  of  Health 
Assistant  Medical  Officers 


- A.F.  McCOUBREY,  M.B. , Ch.  B. , D.  P 

- DOROTHY  M.M.  FORTH,  M.B-  , Ch,  B. 
I.B.  SUTHERLAND..  M.  B.  , Ch.  B. , D. 


Jointly  with  Selkirk  County  Council. 


County  Sanitary  Inspector  - A.  I.  FRASER. 

District  Sanitary  Inspectors  - A.  McKINNON. 

J.G.  WATSON. 


Senior  Dental  Officer 
Assistant  Dental  Officers 

County  Nursing 
Superintendent 

Milk  Officer 


- Mrs.  C.  E.  GRIEVE,  L.  D.  S. 

- C.  M.  URQUHART , L.  D.  S. 
W.G,  BURNSIDE,  L.  D.S. 

- Miss  D.G.  DUNCAN. 


- Vacant. 


Roxburgh  County  Council, 


Housing  Officer  - J.  WANLESS. 

Meat  Detention  Officer  - W.  BEVERIDGE. 

Meat  Inspectors  (Part-time). 

Hawick  - Mr.  C.  S.  SCOTT,  M.  R.  C.  V.  S. 

Kelso  - Messrs.  McTURK  & KEITH,  M.R.  C.  V. 


Hawick 

Kelso 

Jedburgh 

Melrose 


Small  Burgh  Authorities, 

- G.  BEE,  Burgh  Surveyor  and  Sanii 

Inspector. 

- W.C.  NEIL,  Burgh  Surveyor  and 

Sanitary  Inspector. 

- R.  NOBLE,  Burgh  Surveyor  and 

Sanitary  Inspector. 

- W.  GRANT,  Burgh  Surveyor  and 

Sanitary  Inspector. 


Clerical. 


Mrs.  E SYME,  Chief  Clerk. 

Miss  A. M.R.  GRIEVE,  Senior  Clerkess-Typist. 
Miss  C.  M,  WILSON,  Clerkess-Typist. 

Mrs.  C,  M.  PAXTON,  Clerkess-Typist. 

Miss  E.  S,  LOTHIAN,  Junior  Clerkess-Typist. 
Miss  N. W EDGAR,  Junior  Clerkess-Typist. 
Miss  E.  C.L,  ROBSON  Junior  Clerkess. 


Changes  in  Staff. 

H. D BELL,  Area  Sanitary  Inspector 
A.K-  MURPHY,  Water  Engineer 
Miss  E M.  THOMPSON,  Milk  Officer 
Miss  S.  R,  JOHNSTON  Milk  Officer 


- Died  15/6/54- 

- Died  23/10/54. 

- Resigned  15/5/54 

- Resigned  23/12/5 
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I THE  DEPARTMENT  OP  HEALTH  FOR  SCOTLAND 
‘AND  THE  CONVENER  AND  COUNTY  COUNCILLORS 
I OF  THE  COUNTY  OF  ROXBURGH. 

ar  Graces,  My  Lords,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  submit  for  your  consideration  my  Annual 
Dort  for  1954. 

The  vital  statistics  show  an  increase  in  the  birth  and  marriage 
ses,  but  some  deterioration  of  the  figures  for  deaths  from  tubercul- 
ds  and  of  the  infantile  and  neo-natal  mortality  rates.  The  number 
; deaths  from  tuberculosis  was  almost  double  that  in  1953,  while  the 
Pantile  and  neo-natal  mortality  rates  have  risen  from  26  and  17  per 
COO  live  births  to  37  and  30  per  1,000  live  births  respectively. 

The  incidence  of  Infectious  Disease  was  notable  for  an  outbreak 
Whooping  Cough  in  the  Spring.  The  disease  was  of  a mild  type  and 
this  County  the  typical  “Whoop”  was  seldom  heard.  For  the  fourth 
*ar  in  succession  no  case  of  diphtheria  was  notified  in  the  County, 
ae  outstanding  success  of  immunisation  against  this  once  dreaded 
isease  is  shown  by  the  fact  that  while  in  1940  there  were  676  deaths 
Scotland  from  diphtheria,  in  1954  there  were  only  2. 

The  year  has  shown  marked  advances  in  almost  all  branches  of  the 
ealth  Department.  The  joint  administrative  arrangements  with  the 
junty  of  Selkirk  have  been  extended  to  include  Nursing  and  Dental 
nrvices  and  work  has  begun  on  a new  Child  Welfare  and  Dental  Clinic 
ir  Xelso  and  plans  prepared  for  one  at  Jedburgh. 

The  Alemoor  Regional  Water  Scheme  for  the  County  was  approved,  a 
f.ep  which  will  ensure  an  adequate  water  supply  to  most  of  the 
indward  Area  of  the  County  for  very  many  years  to  come.  A comprehen- 
*.ve  Scavenging  Scheme  for  a large  part  of  the  County  began  operating 
i May  and  at  the  same  time  a special  service  was  started  to  maintain 
?.e  Sewage  Schemes  throughout  the  County. 

Work  on  new  Drainage  Schemes  began  at  Roxburgh,  Sprouston  and 
onch ester  and  schemes  were  approved  for  Gattonside,  Blainslie,  Wilton 
-an  and  Morebattle. 

The  cost  of  such  services  cannot  wholly  be  computed  in  terms  of 
oney  for  their  ultimate  effect  will  be  an  improvement  in  the  health 
• the  community,  and  in  the  case  of  Drainage  Schemes,  an  improvement 
i the  amenities  of  the  countryside. 

The  re-introduction  of  private  slaughtering  during  the  year 
fided  considerably  to  the  duties  of  the  Sanitary  Inspectors’  Depart- 
ent  and  an  additional  Sanitary  Inspector  was  appointed  to  deal 
Tiraariiy  with  the  problem  of  meat  inspection.  The  closing  down  of 
up  Ministry  of  Food  and  the  handing  over  to  Local  Health  Authorities 
f the  distribution  of  Welfare  Foods  also  added  to  the  work  of  the 
PPartment. 

The  census  of  1951.  a report  on  which  was  published  during  the 
Ear  produced  some  very  interesting  figures.  It  showed  that  9, 3%  oi 
*le  houses  in  the  Landward  Area  of  the  County  did  not  have  a piped 
‘ater  supply  within  the  house  and  40%  had  no  fixed  bach.  In  the 
tirghs  45.3%  of  households  had  no  fixed  bath;  the  proportion  oi 
pusehol ds  in  the  Bu^girs  without  a oiped  water  supply  vaiied  between 

in  'leijose  and  3 9%  in  Kelso.  These  figures  indicate  fual  much 
j I remains  to  be  done  in  the  County  to  provide  elemental. y 
a‘-i!ities  for  healthy  living. 
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I have  mentioned  in  previous  reports  the  increasing  proport 
of  the  elderly  in  the  community.  In  1951  the  proportion  of  pers 
over  65  averaged  99  per  thousand  for  the  whole  of  Scotland: 
Roxburghshire  the  figure  was  133  per  thousand  of  the  population. 

The  depopulation  of  rural  areas,  a problem  which  is  provol 
much  discussion  throughout  Scotland  at  present,  is  also  occurring 
this  County.  The  population  of  the  Burghs  rose  by  985  as  comp£ 
with  1931,  Hawick  being  the  only  Burgh  to  show  a loss.  The  populal 
of  the  Landward  Area,  however,  fell  by  1,113.  The  seriousness  of 
loss  to  the  essentially  rural  areas  is  shown  by  the  fact  that  net; 
1931  and  1951  the  civil  parishes  of  Bedrule.  Castleton,  Eckfc 
Hownam,  Lil liesleaif , Linton,  Makerstoun,  Minto,  Morebattle,  Oxi 
Roberton,  Roxburgh,  Smailholm,  Southdean,  Sprouston  and  Teviotl 
showed  a combined  loss  of  1, 204  persons.  It  is  probably  true  1 
many  of  these  people  did  not  leave  the  County,  but  it  is  a moot  pc 
whether  it  is  better  for  the  County  in  general  and  agriculture 
particular  that  there  should  be  a greater  concentration  of  popula' 
in  the  Burghs  and  larger  villages. 

I would  again  thank  the  Chairman  of  the  Health  Committee  and 
other  members  of  the  County  Council  for  their  confidence  and  suppi 
I would  also  avail  myself  of  this  opportunity  to  make  grat 
acknowledgment  to  all  who  so  loyally  co-operated  with  me  in  the  ' 
of  the  Department  and  to  my  fellow  Officials  in  other  Departments 
have  at  all  times  been  most  helpful. 

I am, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 


A. P.  McCOUBREY, 
Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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COUNTY  OF  ROXBURGH. 


VITAL  STATISTICS. 


jlation  (estimated  to  middle  of  1954). 


Landward 

. 

• • • 

• • • • • • • 

. . 18, 265 

Burghs  - 

Hawick 

• • • • 

• • • 

16, 714 

Jedburgh 

• • • • 

• • • 

4,  119 

Ke  1 so 

• • • • 

• • • 

4,  098 

Melrose 

• • • • 

... 

2,  152 

..  27,083 
45,348 

rth  s . 

The  births  corrected  for  transfers 

were:  - 

Total 

Male 

Female 

Illegitimate 

wdward  

293 

160 

133 

13 

Ighs:  - 

Hawick  

237 

107 

130 

10 

Jedburgh  

74 

41 

33 

4 

■Kelso  

69 

43 

26 

3 

•Melrose  

26 

12 

14 

1 



— 

— 

— 

699 

363 

336 

31 

The  birth-rate  of 

.3. 

15.4  is 

1. 1 higher  than  the 

figure  recorded 

Illegitimate  birth 

s amounted  to  4. 

4 per  cent  of  the  total. 

The  number  of  Still-births  was  20  giving  a rate  of  28  per  1,000 
*1  births  (including  Still-births). 


rriages . 

Three  hundred  and  twenty  nine  marriages  were  registered  during 
1 year,  giving  a marriage  rate  of  7 3 per  1,000  of  the  estimated 
►Nation. 


jgths. 

The  number  of  deaths,  corrected  for  transfers,  was  683  of  which 
* were  of  men  and  369  of  women.  The  death  rate,  adjusted  for  age 
sex  distribution,  was  12.1.  The  rate  for  Scotland  was  12  0 

The  numbers,  causes  and  age-groups  of  death  are  shown  in  the 
lowing  table- 
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Infantile  Mortality. 

The  number  of  deaths  of  children  aged  less  than  one  year  * 
and  of  this  number  21  were  aged  less  than  four  weeks.  The  i 
mortality  rate  was  37  per  1,000  live  births. 

The  numbers,  causes  and  age-groups  of  infantile  death 
contained  in  the  following  table: - 


Number 

of 

Deaths 

Death 
Rate 
per 
1,000 
Bi rths 

Age  Groi 

Cause  of  Death 

M 

F 

Under  4 
weeks 

4 

j 

Pneumonia  (except  of 
newborn)  

3 

2 

1 

4.  29 

Diarrhoea  (except  of 
newborn)  

1 

1 

_ 

1.43 

— 

Congenital  mal- 
formations 

4 

2 

2 

5.72 

3 

Birth  injuries,  post- 
natal asphyxia  and 
atelectasis  ... 

8 

4 

4 

11.  44 

8 

Pneumonia  of  newborn 

2 

1 

1 

2.  86 

2 

Other  infections  of 
the  newborn 

1 

1 



1.43 

1 

Other  diseases  pecul- 
iar to  early 
infancy  

7 

4 

3 

10.01 

7 

Totals...  ... 

26 

15 

11 

21 

Death  Rate  per  1,  000  Births 

... 

37 

30.  04 

NATIONAL  HEALTH  SERVICE  (SCOTLAND)  ACT,  194 
1.  Care  of  Mothers  and  Young  Children. 

(a)  Ante-natal  and  post-natal  service. 

No  ante-natal  or  post-natal  clinics  are  provided  by  tht 
Authority. 

(b)  Child  Welfare  Clinics. 

Clinics  are  in  operation  at  Hawick  (weekly),  Kelso,  Jedbi 
Melrose  (fortnightly),  and  Newtown  and  St.  Boswells  (mor 
Attendances  during  the  year  are  shown  in  the  following  table:- 


11. 


No.  of 
clinics 
provided 
at  end 

No.  of  children 
attending  the 
clinics  during 
year  and  who  on 
the  date  of  their 
first  attendance 
this  year  were:- 

Total  No.  of 
attendances 
made  during 
year  by  children 
who  at  time  of 
attendance 
were:  - 

(1) 

of  year 
(2) 

under  1 
year  of 
age 
(3) 

over  1 
year  of 
age 
(4) 

under  1 
year  of 
age 
(5) 

over  1 
year  of 
age 
(6) 

seal  Health  Authority 
tClinics  

6 

320 

28 

3679 

1228 

:inics  provided  by 
'Voluntary  Organis- 
ations   

— 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Dental  Care. 


(1) 

No.  inspect- 
ed by 
Dental 
Officers 
during  the 
year 
(2) 

No.  found 
to  require 
treatment 
during  the 
year 

(3) 

No.  accept- 
ing 

treatment 
during  the 
year 

(4) 

No. actually 
treated  by 
Dental  Officers 
during  the 
year 

(5) 

Tpectant  Mothers 



_ 

— 

- 

Jrsing  Mothers 

- 

- 

— 

— 

rre-school 

children  ... 

50 

50 

50 

50 

■ Nurseries  provided  by  Manufacturers. 


The  following  table  shows  statistics  relating  to  Nurseries 
"vately  provided  in  the  Burgh  of  Hawick,  viz:  - 


State 

whether 

approved 

for 

training 

(2) 

No.  of 
approved 
places 

No.  of 
children  on 
register  at 
end  of  year 

Average 

daily 

attendances 
during  year 

Wait 
Lis 
at 
of  J 

,ing 

>ts 

end 

'ear 

(i) 

0-2 

(3) 

2-5 

(4) 

0-2 

(5) 

2-5 

(6) 

0-2 

(7) 

2-5 

(8) 

0-2 

(9) 

2-5 

(10) 

-awick  Hosiery 
Manufacturers’ 
•Association,  St. 
'Andrew’ s Church 
Hall,  Union 
•Street,  Hawick 

No 

50 

50 

33 

*eter  Scott  & Co. 
•ktd.  , 1 1 Buccleuch 
•Street,  Hawick 

No 

16 

15 

_ 

14 

- 

- 

•obert  Noble  & Co, 
*btd.  , Glebe  Mills, 

•Hawick 

No 

4 

12 

- 

19 

2 

15 

- 

- 

12. 


2,  Midwifery. 


(a)  Total  number  of  births  (including  Still-births) 
occurring  in  the  area  during  the  year  - before 
correction  for  mother’ s residence 


5? 


(b)  Total  number  of  births  in  (a)  occurring  in 
institutions  and  private  maternity  homes 


41 


(c)  Total  number  of  births  in  (a)  occurring  at  home... 


H 


(d)  Number  of  births  in  (c)  classified  to  show  nature 
of  attendance  at  birth: - 


Cases  dealt  with 
under  Section  23(2) 
of  the  National 
Health  Service 
(Scotland) Act. 
1947 

(1) 

^ Doctor  engaged 
3 and  present  at 
confinement 

^ Doctor  engaged 
3 and  not  present 
at  confinement 

-s  Midwife  alone 
5 (no  doctor 
engaged) 

— t-v j — TT7T3 

( a)  Midwives  employed  by  the 
Authority  (including 
those  engaged  on  a fee- 
per-case  basis  

54 

34 

(b)  Midwives  employed  by 

Voluntary  Organisations 
under  arrangements  made 
by  the  Authority 

(c)  Midwives  employed  by 
Hospital  Boards  of 
Management  under 
arrangements  made  by 
the  Authority  with  the 
Regional  Hospital 
Board  

(d)  Private  practising  mid- 
wives   

— 

— 

- 

(e)  Other  cases  not 

classified  above 

- 

- 

- 

( f ) Totals  ... 

54 

34 

- 

Other 

domiciliary 

cases 


(5) 


CD 

c 

cd  o 

4-5 

CD  O T3 
5W  O CD 
•H-C 

•co" 
c c 

W CD 


o 

o CD 
T3  44 


£ 
3 "C 

c 

\SZ  E 
O 


(fi) 


(7) 


(J 


A1  1 nthpr 
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Medical  Aid. 

No.  of  cases  in  which  medical  aid  was  summoned 
during  the  year  under  Section  14(1)  of  the 
Midwives  (Scotland)  Act,  1951,  by  a Midwife:  - 


For  Domiciliary  Cases  ...  ... 

For  Institutional  Cases 

Administration  of  Analgesics. 

(1)  No.  of  domiciliary  midwives  in  the  area 

qualified  to  administer  gas  and  air 
analgesia  in  accordance  with  the  require- 
ments of  the  Central  Midwives  Board  for 
Scotland  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

(i)  No.  in  (1)  employed  on  local  health 

authority  work  ...  14 

(ii)  No.  in  (1)  not  employed  on  local 
health  authority  work  ...  ... 

(2)  No.  of  domiciliary  midwives  who  received 

their  training  during  the  year  ... 

(3)  No.  of  sets  of  apparatus  for  the  adminis- 

tration of  gas  and  air  in  use  in  the  area 
at  31st  December,  1954  

(i)  No.  in  (3)  in  use  by  domiciliary 

midwives  employed  on  local  health 
authority  work  (including  those  in 
use  by  hospital  midwives  undertaking 

domiciliary  cases)  1 

(ii)  No.  in  (3)  in  use  by  domiciliary  mid- 
wives not  employed  on  local  health 
authority  work  ... 

(4)  No,  of  sets  on  order  at  31st  December, 1954  ... 

(5)  No.  of  cases  in  which  gas  and  air  was 

administered  by  midwives  in  domiciliary 
practice  during  the  year  (including  cases 
attended  by  hospital  midwives  undertaking 
domiciliary  cases) :- 

(i)  When  doctor  was  not  present  at 

delivery  ...  . 

(ii)  When  doctor  was  present  at  delivery  ... 

(6)  No.  of  cases  in  which  pethidine  was 

administered  by  midwives  in  domiciliary 
practice  during  the  year  (including  cases 
attended  by  hospital  midwives  undertaking 
domiciliary  cases) :- 

(i)  When  doctor  was  not  present  at 

delivery * • 

(ii)  When  doctor  was  present  at  delivery  ... 

>)  No.  of  cars  in  use  by  Midwives  at  31st  December 
1954  , . . 


Total 

Nil 

Nil 


14 


1 

1 


15 


Heal  ch  V.  ting 

The  HeaLth  Visiting  is  undertaken  by  the  District  Nursing 
isters  carrying  out  combined  duties  in  their  respect i ve  ht  / 
oilo wing  figures  relate  to  health  visiting  during  the  veai 


14. 


No.  of  Visits  paid  by  Health  Visitors  (or  by 
District  Nurses  in  their  capacity  as  Health  Visitor 
during  the  year 


Expectant 

Mothers 

* 

Children 
under 
1 yr. 

Children 
between 
1 and  5 

Tuber- 

culosis 

cases 

Other 

Cases 

T 

V 

(1) 

No  - 
Vi  s 
(2) 

To  t al 
Vi  s . 

(3) 

No 
Vi  s. 
(4) 

To  tal 
Vis, 
(5) 

No 
Vi  s 

(6) 

o tal 

Vis 

(7) 

No 
Vi  s 
(8) 

To  tal 
Vis 

(9) 

No 
VI  s 
(10) 

Total 
Vi  s 

(ID 

Health 
Visitors 
employed 
by  the 
Authority 

1418 

6835 

129? 

7170 

95 

910 

1 

Health 

Visitors 

employed 

by 

Voluntary 

Organisat- 

ions 

* These  visits  do  not  include  visits  paid  by  a midwife-healtt 
visitor  who  attended  the  confinement  as  a midwife  or 
maternity  nurse. 


4,  Home  Nursing 

This  service  has  been  efficiently  maintained  during  the  y< 
the  District  Nursing  Sisters. 

No.  of  cases  attended  by  the  district  nursing 

sisters 2.  076 

No.  of  visits  paid  to  these  cases 40,264 


5 Domestic  Help 

The  scheme  functions  satisfactorily  under  the  jurisdicti 
the. Chief  Welfare  Officer  in  conjunction  with  the  Nursing  Superii 
ent-  The  following  figures  relate  to  the  working  of  the  Scheme  i 
the  year 
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(i)  No.  of  Domestic  Helps  employed  at  end  of  year 

( a)  whole-time  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

( b)  part — time  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

(c)  retaining  fee  basis  


28 

28 


.ii)  No.  of  cases  for  which  Helps  were  provided  during 

the  year  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  67 


Lii)  No.  of  cases  in  (ii)  provided  on  account  of  con- 
finement: - 


( a)  at  home  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

( b)  in  hospital  - 

Jiv)  No.  of  cases  in  (ii)  provided  on  account  of 
chronic  sick  including  aged  and  infirm(if  avail- 
able) (57  - aged  and  infirm) 6 5 


Qomici  1 i a ry  Midwifery  and  Local  Health  Authority  Nursing 
S Services. 


Combined  duties  in  Midwifery,  Home  Nursing  and  Health  Visiting 
Vices:  - 


Directly 
employed  by 
Local 
Health 
Authority 

Employed  by 
Voluntary 
Organisations 
including 
District 
Nursing 
Assocs. 

No.  holding 
Health 
Visitor 
Certificate 

Whole-  Part- 
time  time 

Whole-  Part- 
time  time 

^ses  and  Midwives  on 
fcbined  duties  in  the 
tiwifery,  Home  Nursing 
i Health  Visiting 
Tvices  employed  in 
- following 
'tegories:  - 

•Perintendent  (or 
»ief)  Nursing 
•leers 

1 



1 

■rses  and  Midwives 
Ployed  on:  - 
Midwifery,  Health 
Visiting  and  Home 
’Nursing  duties 

18 



5 

Total  

19 

- 

6 

accination  and  Immunisation. 

Vaccination  is  carried  out  by  the  Medical  Practitioners^  The 
awing  table  shows  the  number  of  persons  vaccinated  during  one 


17. 

minimisation  against  diphtheria  is  carried  out  by  the  Medical 
ntioners  and  by  my  Assistants  as  well  as  by  the  district  nursing 
s in  rural  areas.  During  the  year  575  pre-school  and  54  school 
en  were  immunised  and  525  maintenance  doses  were  given. 


even tion  of  illness  care  and  after  care, 
culosis. 


■ spi ratory . 


^he  number  of  cases  of  Respiratory  Tuberculosis  notified  during 
L" ar  was  40,  of  which  17  cases  have  been  confirmed. 


>n- Respiratory. 

Three  cases  of  Non-Respi ratory  Tuberculosis  were  notified  during 
sar  in  one  of  which  the  diagnosis  has  been  confirmed. 


Cncluding  oatients  receiving  Sanatorium  treatment  there  were  at 
nd  of  the  year  396  persons  resident  in  the  County  known  to  be 
Lng  from  Tuberculosis. 


^-operation  with  the  Area  Tuberculosis  Physician  has 
d with  regard  to  the  care  and  after-care  of  Persons  suffering 
Tuberculosis  and  domiciliary  nursing  visits  by  the  District 
ng  Sisters  have  continued  throughout  the  year. 


>4  grant  of  2 pints  of  milk  daily 
It  home  who  were  certified  by  the 
iring  it.  At  the  end  of  the  year 


was  made  to  all  patients  resid— 
Area  Tuberculosis  Physician  as 
19  persons  were  receiving  free 


I-The  Housing  Authorities  in  the  area  continue  tof ve  s»atth£Ce 
iteration  to  applications  made  by.  or  on  behalf  of,  those 

ling  from  Tuberculosis.  •> 


Infectious  Di  sease 


fTwo  hundred  and  seventy  four  notifications 
nuding  tuberculosis)  were  received  during 
were  removed  to  hospital,  as  follows. - 


of  infectious  disease 
the  year,  of  which  29 


Notified.  Removed  to  Hospital. 


mtery  ...  ...  ...  ... 

ipel as. ..  ...  ...  ... 

na  ...  ...  ...  ... 

lhalmia  Neonatorum  

imonia,  Acute  Influenzal  . . . 
miionia,  Acute  Primary  • •• 
monia  (not  otherwise  notifiable)- 

omyelitis,  Acute  

•let  Fever  

ipirig  Cough - • 


1 

7 

1 

1 

2 

17 

3 

10 

37 

195 


1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

9 

12 

2 


29 


274 


18. 


10 . Mental  Health. 

Number  of  children  (school  and  pre-  school)  on  active 

register  at  January  1st.  1954  ...  35 

Number  added  to  register  - January-December,  1954  ...  5 

Number  removed  from  register  - January-December.  1954  1 

(1  Cretin/Mentally  Retarded  girl  removed  to  Coldingham, 

Berwickshire). 


The  remaining  39  children  may  be  classified  as  follows  - 

MEDICAL  CLASSIFICATION. 


Feeble-minded 

Mongol 

Imbecile 

Idiot 


21 

6 

11 

1 

39 


EDUCATIONAL  CLASSIFICATION 


Educable. . . ... 

Ineducable 
Under  school  age 


25 

8 

_6 

39 


Number  of  children  with  both 
mental  and  physical  handicap 


Number  of  children  with  mental 
deficiency  associated  with 
epilepsy  


Males . 
17 


4 

5 
1 

27 


Mai es. 
18 


5 

_± 

27 


Femal e 
4 


2 

6 


12 


Femal t 
7 


3 

_2 

12 


Four  Clinical  Sessions  were  held  by  Dr.  Bailey,  the  Consul 
Psychiatrist,  at  which  a total  of  21  children  were  examined. 


Domiciliary  visits  continued  to  be  made  by  the  Medical  Off! 
and  are  invariably  welcomed  by  the  r irents. 


Fewer  institutional  places  were  available  this  year,  and 
need  for  extending  accommodation  of  this  type  is  becoming  more  a< 

An  important  step  forward  in  the  field  of  service  to  the  mem 
handicapped  was  marked  by  the  securing  by  the  Education  Authoril 
the  services  of  educational  psychologists  from  the  staff  of  Edinl 
Corporation  Child  Guidance  Centre.  These  experts  commenced  a si 
in  the  county  schools,  examining  and  reporting  on  children  reft 
by  teachers  and  by  the  school  medical  officers,  and  their  reports 
advice  have  been  found  to  be  most  helpful. 


One  of  the  Medical  Officers  attended  a three-weeks  Post  Grac 
Course  in  Mental  Deficiency  at  Glasgow  University. 


19. 


gpilepsy  and  Cerebral  Palsy 


At  the  request  of  the  Department  of  Health  for  Scotland  the 
iwing  information  is  supplied  with  regard  to  the  incidence  of 
»psy  and  Cerebral  Palsy  in  the  County.  The  numbers  given.,  I am 
do  not  present  a complete  picture  of  the  cases  in  these 
fesses  in  the  County  but  are  based  on  the  only  information 
;ssed  by  the  Local  Authority. 


spsy 


nnber  of  known  cases  . . . 


e-school • ••  ••• 

hool  age. ...  

nlescent  (<121  years)  ...  ... 

milt  . . . ...  ...  ••• 

issociated  with  mental  deficiency  ... 
ssociated  with  mental  deficiency  and 

cerebral  palsy ••• 

csociated  with  cerebral  palsy 
sociated  with  mental  deficiency  and 

physical  handicap  • • • 

ilepsy  ... 


i hospital 
. home  . . 
»arded--out 
r school  . . 


sbral  Palsy. 


-■umber  of  known  cases  ...  -«• 


ire-school. . . ...  • • 

:chool  age 

:dolescent  (<  21  years) 


associated  with  mental  deficiency  ... 
associated  with  mental  deficiency  and 

epilepsy...  

Associated  with  epilepsy  alone  ... 
Cerebral  palsy  

attending  Special  school  

Attending  ordinary  school 
In  hospital 
At  home  - 

Pre-school  1 

School  age  4 

Adolescent  ( < 21  years)  5 


4 

7 

1 

3 


3 

1 

1 

5 


4 

4 

1 

6 


1 

10 

5 


3 

1 

8 

2 

3 

1 

10 


,..  15 


, 15 


...  15 


15 


...  16 


, . 16 


...  16 


16 


20. 


12.  Orthopaedic  Treatment  of  Pre-school  Children 


157  pre-school  children  were  examined  by  the  visiting  Consul 
Surgeon  at  centres  in  the  County.  The  figures  are  as  follows: - 


Hawick  ...  ... 

J edburgh  ...  ... 

Kelso  

Melrose  

Mo rebattle 

Newcastleton 

Newtown 


50 

44 

40 

2 

4 

7 

10 


Hospital  Treatment  - Princess  Margaret  Rose  Hospital,  Fairraileb 
Edinburgh. 

No.  of  cases  in  hospital  on  1.  1.  54 2 

No.  of  admissions  to  hospital. . . 7 

No.  of  discharges  from  hospital  4 

No.  of  cases  in  hospital  on  31.  12.  54  ...  5 

Classification  of  hospital  cases:  - 

Congenital  dislocation  of  hip 1 

Flat  feet 1 

Poliomyelitis  2 

Club  feet  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Ganglion  ...  1 


The  number  of  patient  days  was  981. 


anal  Assistance  Act,  1948 


ion  21  - Residential  Accommodation 


21. 

WELFARE 


ACCOUNT  OF  WORK  UNDERTAKEN  IN  THE  COMMUNITY 


During  the  year  the  number  of  applications  under  this  heading 
disposed  of  as  under  — 


Admissions  to  Joint-User  Establishments 

(Drumlanrig  and  Inch  Hospitals)  ...  

To  Local  Authority  Homes  • 

To  Voluntary  Homes  •••  ••• 

To  Hospitals  being  properly  medical  cases  ••• 

To  Deanfield  (including  3 transfers  from  Drumlanrig) 
To  Salvation  Army  Working  Men  s Hostel  ... 

Withdrawn * 

Claims  dealt  with  from  Other  Areas. 


7 

2 

15 

4 

18 

1 

5 
2 


54 


le  figure  does  not  include  2 children  born  in  the  Tor  Nursing  Home 
iinburgh 


See  Appendix  for  Analysis  of  the  Residents  for  whom  the  County 
esponsible.  (Page  25). 


It  will  be  seen  that  the  number  of  Residents  in  residential 
mmodation  at  the  end  oL  1954  was  53  an  incr ^ undoubtedly 
ious  year.  With  an  ageing  population,  this  trend 

inue. 


Two  important  steps  were  (a)  the  opening  of  C°eds)  and  the 

(tide  Home  at  Deanfield,  Hawick,  in  Association  (Roxburgh- 

ling  of  Queen' s House,  fRed  ocor0®s. H?us™u®  fatter  Home  which  is 
re)  Ltd.),  in  May,  1954,  (38  beds).  The  latter  nom^  .g 

aged  by  the  Roxburghshire  Branch  of  the  B t hLQcal  Authority 
ir  obligation  to  provide  one-half  of  the  beds  g Bonchester 

ss.  Those  two  Homes,  in  conjunction  with  ‘ materially  help 
wick  & District  Eventide  Homes  Ltd.  \ .^^^^oughout  the  County, 
b the  problem  of  accommodating  the  eld  y ntfai  accommodation 
is  now  a duty,  be  it  noted  to  provide  residential 
all  elderly  people,  irrespective  of  means 


A clamant  need  is  still  that  °f  Pr°viding  ^ Jiff® ide^S 
those  residents  unsuitable  for  admiss  Council  has  been 

;ioned  above,  and  in  that  connectio  The  Borders  Hospitals 
idering  the  purchase  of  property  at  Kelso,  in  Qval  of  loCal 
•d  of  Management  has  been  pressing  t Drumlanrig  Hawick 

ority  residents  in  hospital  premises  both  changeabilities,  with 
Inch.  Kelso,  many  of  whom  are  ex-poor  law  cn  e admission 

al  and  physical  disabilities,  who  would  be  : suitable 
in  establishment  of  the  type  contemplated 


>nvalescent  Home  Provision 


This  Local  Authority  has  no  Homes  of  this  descripti 
•rrangements  with  Voluntary  Homes. 
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Section  17  — Reception  Centres 

There  are  now  no  Casual  Houses  in  the  Council’  s area.  The  on: 
accommodation  for  the  wayfarer  in  the  County  is  the  common  lodgir 
house  at  6 Baker  Street,  Hawick.  (Males  only). 

Earlston,  Langholm,  Duns  and  Peebles  are  the  only  centres  le 
in  the  Border  Area  for  the  overnight  accommodation  of  vagrants,  whL 
is  now  the  responsibility  of  the  National  Assistance  Board. 

Of  the  vagrant  class,  Part  III  Accommodation  was  provided  in  t 
instances.  The  problem  of  the  wayfarer  who  is  old  or  who  becotn 
exhausted  is  still  difficult,  but  the  provision  of  accommodation  i 
the  type  visualised  above  (at  Kelso)  should  remedy  the  situation. 

Section  21(b)  — Temporary  Accommodation 

There  were  no  fire  or  flood  emergencies.  One  homeless  couple  w 
temporarily  accommodated  at  Drumlanrig  Hospital  (Part  III  Accommoda 
ion)  for  two  nights,  the  child  going  to  Wilton  House.  Subsequentl 
mother  and  child  were  placed  in  the  Tor  Nursing  (Salvation  Arm 
Home,  Edinburgh,  while  the  man  went  to  a Working  Man'  s Hostel 
Edinburgh. 

One  elderly  lady  from  Hull,  found  wandering  in  Hawick,  sufferi 
from  loss  of  memory,  was  accommodated  in  Drumlanrig  Hospital  ove 
night,  until  relatives  were  traced. 

One  farmworker,  living  in  a bothy  who  became  homeless,  had  to 
placed  in  a Working  Man’ s Hostel  in  Edinburgh. 

There  were  the  usual  enquirers  seeking  emergency  accommodati 
for  various  reasons. 

Section  29  —Welfare  Services  for  the  Handicapped. 


Blind  Persons. 

Under  agency  arrangements  the  Edinburgh  and  South-East  Scotia 
Society  for  Teaching  the  Blind  to  Read  in  their  own  Homes  continue 
attend  efficiently  to  the  welfare  of  the  blind,  providing  instruct! 
on  Braille  reading  and  writing,  moon  reading,  handicrafts,  visitatic 
social  amenities,  wireless  facilities  and  the  like  through  t 
Society’s  Welfare  Officer  - Mr.  A.  P.  Doig.  An  average  of  10  vis! 
recorded  to  each  blind  person. 

As  blind  persons  are  discovered  throughout  the  County  by  t 
Authority’ s Welfare  Officers,  their  cases  are  reported  to  the  Socif 
for  investigation  and,  if  necessary,  inclusion  in  the  Blind  Welfe 
Scheme. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  69  enrolled  blind  persons 
the  County.  Three  were  employed  in  the  Royal  Blind  Asylum  workshc 
in  Edinburgh  and  one  under  the  Home  Service  Scheme. 


Deaf  and  Dumb  Persons. 

The  Edinburgh  Deaf  and  Dumb  Benevolent  Society  continued,  unc 
arrangement  with  the  Council,  to  supervise  the  welfare  of  the  df 
and  dumb  persons.  This  amounts  to  visitation  twice  yearly,  montt 
religious  services  (Hawick  Centre),  an  annual  social  meeting,  1 
provision  of  hearing  aids,  instruction  and  advice  generally.  1 
service  will  be  developed  gradually,  and  it  is  hoped  that  the  Soci* 
will  be  able  to  provide  a full-time  Welfare  Officer  to  administer 
the  needs  of  the  deaf  and  dumb  handicapped. 
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"'he  number  of  enrolled  persons  in  the  County  is  18. 

One  deaf  and  dumb  lady  (elderly)  for  whom  accommodation  had  to 
und  entered  the  Society’  s Eventide  Home  at  Castlecraig, 
argh. 

-ippled  Home  bound  and  Otherwise  Handicapped  Persons, 

rThe  development  of  this  Scheme  remains  difficult,  principally 
Be  of  the  time  that  is  required  to  discover  the  substantially 
capped  people,  to  collect  records,  to  visit  regularly,  and  to 
-e  the  services  which  they  may  need,  which  vary  to  an  amazing 
t.  These  services  may  have  to  come  from  another  Department,  viz. 
al  aids  health  services,  housing  needs  or  financial  assistance, 
ey  may  have  to  be  provided  by  the  Welfare  Department  in  the 
of  sheltered  or  Home  employment,  pastime  occupations,  or  merely 
ational  and  social  activities,  in  order  to  bring  them  more  fully 
the  life  of  the  community.  The  more  active  disabled  persons  it 
.und,  do  avail  themselves  of  the  services  provided  by  the 
itry  of  Labour  under  the  Disabled  Persons  Employment  Act,  1944. 

The  census  undertaken  in  1952  revealed  that  a great  proportion 
xiously  disabled  people  in  the  County  were  elderly  persons  many 
<om  were  already  being  provided  with  health  services  home  helps, 
Again  there  were  quite  a number  of  mentally  defective  persons^ 
ren  and  adults,  who  constitute  a separate  problem  especially 
=.  instruction  is  needed  or  residential  accommodation  or  an 
:ational  centre.  > . 

Present  policy  has  been  to  deal  with  these  cases  reported  by  the 
»nal  Assistance  Board,  doctors,  nurses  or  as they‘ °T+rpe  can 
e of  the  Welfare  Officers.  The  Old  People  s ; *elf*r®  ffi?  SvisSrv 
fio  help  with  the  essential  needs  of  the  old  also  with  advisory 
ces  meals  on  wheels  outings  and  entertainment. 

Whilst  much  can  be  done  to  ameliorate  the  lot  of  * ntre^and 
Bd  concrete  services  like  training  in  occupational  centres  ana 
-uction  in  handicrafts  present  a problem  still  to  be  tackiea. 

nyment  of  the  severely  disabled  in  Workshops  for  the  Blind 

An  important  development  in  the  field  of  the ffllnrv Council11  for 
sd  persons  was  the  decision  of  the  National  Ad v y t to 

Disabled,  through  its  Blind  Persons  Committee  t , , for 
iidea  of  facilities  being  made  available  in  jorteboiw  f^tje 

id  for  severely  handicapped  sighted  P®rs°as.  t of  Labour  and 
:rity  being  given  to  blind  persons , The ^Ministry  oj  labour  ^ 

onal  Service  is  in  agreement  with  such  a rpiation  to  any 
=ests  local  authorities  to  consider  the  matter -provisions  of  the 
ishops  serving  the  area  and  in  relation  to  th  P pprsons. 
iority  s Scheme  for  the  Welfare  of  the  Handicappe 

■ are  of  the  Aged- 

The  policy  of  encouraging  the  formation  °i  954!  Local 

’fare  committees  in  the  County  was  continue  i0n  tQ  the 

norities  have  now  powers  to  make  a material  organisations 

fare  of  the  elderly  by  means  of  grants  to  volun  y Local  Old 

Dcularly  where  meals  and  recreation  have  bee^.b  tine  c’ommittees, 
Die  s Welfare  Committees  are  in  effect  co-  F£ln£}f&£iioas  and 
•igned  to  bring  together  all  the  interested  organisai  ^ &n 
ividuals,  including  local  authority  represen  Committees 

facilities  may  be  known  and  the  gaP^rev^e?ppdsUC0f  old  people 
pperate  with  the  local  authority  in  making  the  neeas  01 
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known  and  also  provide  supplementary  services  such  as  meals  c 
wheels,  home  visitation,  club  facilities,  chiropody  and  the  like 
where  not  otherwise  provided  for. 

One  important  step  forward  in  1954  was  the  formation  of  an  0. 
People’ s Welfare  Committee  in  Jedburgh.  Thus  there  is  now  a Coramitt 
formed  in  Hawick,  Kelso  and  Jedburgh,  leaving  Melrose  to  be  attempt 
soon. 

Act i vi ti es. 


Hawick  - Meals  on  Wheels  Scheme  was  extended  and  is  now  capable  < 
delivering  up  to  60  meals  per  delivery  day.  A comprehensive  Visits 
ion  Scheme  was  formed  for  Hawick,  with  a ’‘pool”  of  over  30  volunta* 
visitors.  Knitting  wool  is  now  being  issued  to  elderly  people  as  i 
occupational  interest,  the  resultant  goods  being  returned 
Committee.  There  is  a scheme  for  free  bath  facilities.  A Darby  a 
Joan  Club  is  being  considered  (this  at  the  request  of  Hawick  Old  A 
Pensioners’  Association).  Entertainment  featured  largely _m  t 
programme,  especially  during  Old  People’  s Week  in  October,  1954-  1 
Committee  is  self-supporting,  thanks  to  the  support  of  affiliat 
bodies,  the  factory  employees  and  the  public  generally. 

Chiropody  Service. 

The  only  body  providing  care  of  the  feet  at  the  moment  is  t 
Hawick  Branch  of  the  British  Red  Cross.  A simple  pedicure  is  provic 
at  Slitrig  Rooms,  Hawick,  on  Tuesdays  (afternoons)  at  a charge  of  1 
per  occasion.  In  very  deserving  instances,  the  treatment  is  tan 
into  the  patient’ s own  home. 

The  Old  People’s  Welfare  Committee  are  actively  considering  tt 
important  service  in  other  areas  in  the  County. 

Jedburgh  - The  programme  of  work  envisaged  visitation,  meals 
wheels  and  chiropody.  By  the  end  of  the  year  the  Meals  Scheme  was 
operation.  As  in  Hawick,  excellent  meals  are  obtained  from  the  Scn< 
Dining  Centre. 

Kelso  - Visitation  was  the  main  activity  of  the  Committee. 

Clothing  Centre. 

It  is  noteworthy  to  include  a reference  to  the  Clothing  St< 
run  by  the  W.  V.  S.  organisation  in  Hawick.  It  has  proved  invaluable 
assisting  old  people,  and  others  who  are  in  need  of  clothing. 


Sections  37  and  39  -Registration  and  Inspection  of  Homes. 

Two  Homes,  Queen's  House,  Kelso,  and  Weens  Eventide  Home,  Hawi 
are  registered  with  the  Local  Authority  and  are  conducted  sat 
factorily. 

Section  47  -Removals  to  Suitable  Premises  of  Persons  in  ne 
of  care  and  protection. 

No  compulsory  removals. 

Section  58  - Protection  of  Property  of  Persons  admitted  to 
Hosni tals  and  Homes 


Action  was  taken  in  two  instances. 
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on  50  — Burial  and  Cremation  of  the  Dead. 

Dne  burial  under  Section  50. 

Under  Part  III  arrangements  - one  burial. 


tic  Sick  — Aged 

There  were  a number  of  elderly  people  admitted  to  chronic  sick 
'itals  through  the  representations  of  the  Welfare  Officers  at 
ck  and  Kelso. 

•Section  27  of  the  National  Health  Service  (Scotland)  Act,  1947. 
Measures  taken  for  prevention  of  mental  illness  care  and  after- 
:care  o't  the  mentally  ill  and  defective^ 

Home  Helps  continue  to  be  provided  in  households  where  there  is 
kntally  ill  person,  generally  at  the  request  of  doctors,  nurses, 
tdren  s Officer,  or  the  Visiting  Psychiatrist,  Dingleton  Hospital- 

In  one  or  two  instances,  visitation  by  old  people  s visitors  met 
i>cial  need. 

In  two  instances  meals  were  provided  through  the  Meals  on  Wheels 
t'ice. 

One  lady  receiving  the  services  of  a Home  Help  daily,  also 
'ifitted  from  a spell  in  residential  accommodation. 

The  Border  Association  for  Mental  Health  was  inactive  in  1954- 
lie  is  a wide  scope  for  voluntary  action  by  means  of  local 
nit  tees. 


Lunacy  (Scotland)  Acts,  1857-1866  by  Duly  Author!  sedJMricgra. 

Total . 


Admitted  to  Dingleton  Hospital 

on  certification 4 M. 

Admitted  as  a Voluntary  Patient 


6 F. 
1 F. 


10 

1 

11 


The  number  of  persons  admitted  on  certification  of  lunacy  tends 
fall  as  the  voluntary  method  of  admission  is  favour  cases 

sible.  The  figures  above,  of  course,  only  refer  to  those  c 

ified  to  the  Local  Authority. 

Mental  Deficiency  and  Lunacy  (Scotland)  Acts.  1913  1940 
1.  Arrangements  for  ascertaining  and  supervising  Mental  Defectives 

Local  Authority  Medical  Officers  of  Health  the i f^lice,  General 

ictitioners  the  Education  Authority,  the  Pr°bf*tio.n,  jL  lin'der  this 
Lldren  s Officer,  continue  to  report  any  defectives  under  tnis 

tding. 


Placed  to  Institutional  care  ... 


1 Male  Adult. 


A number  of  patients  (over  16  years)  were  examined  and  placed  on 
waiting  list  for  admission  to  Gogarburn  Institution. 


2.  Guardianship. 
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Number  of  boarded-out  patients  receiving 
allowances  at  the  end  of  year  1954, 

(includes  1 Male  chargeable  to  Berwick 

County) 6 M.  4 F.  - 


Removed  from  the  area  during  year  ...  - 1 F.  - 


Addition  to  Roll  during  the  year  ...  - 1 F.  - 


ANALYSIS  - 

Over  21  years  of  age  4 M.  4 F.  - 

Between  16-21  years  1 M. 

Under  16  years  1 M.  - 


One  youth  was  allowed  home  on  licence  from  St.  Aidan’ s,  at 
instance  of  the  general  Board  of  Control.  Another  patient,  a yc 
woman,  is  being  visited  at  the  request  of  Edinburgh  Corporation. 


3.  Arrangements  for  carrying  out  the  statutory  duty  to  pro a 
occupation  and  training  tor  defectives  in  the  area  (occupa 
centres,  industrial  centres  for  adults,  home  teaching, 
individuals  and  groups. 


In  the  absence  of  any  Centre,  cases  notified  to  the  Well 
Authority  are  generally  assisted  to  find  employment,  either  thn 
the  Ministry  of  Labour  or  by  the  individual  efforts  of  the  Lc 
Authority  Welfare  Officers. 


One  boarded-out  patient  was  found  work  by  the  Welfare  Off: 
(Local  Authority)  on  a farm  for  a temporary  period, but  the  expen 
proved  once  more  that  the  boy  had  little  aptitude  or  application, 
required  instruction  in  a residential  establishment. 


One  young  woman  was  found  employment  in  a hospital  kitchei 
the  County  Welfare  Officer  and  has. given  satisfactory  service,  < 
many  months. 


In  a third  case  the  experiment  of  securing  employment  was 
successful  because  of  the  young  man’ s attitude  to  employt 
generally,  combined  with  a lack  of  application. 


One  mentally  defective  woman  was  given  a supply  of  knitting  j 
to  make  socks,  and  has  produced  some  very  creditable  goods. 


of  Part  III  Accommodation 
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SCHOOL  MEDICAL  REPORT- 


Year  ending  31st  July,  1954. 


The  work  of  the  School  Health  Service  continued  with  unabat 
vigour  during  the  year. 

Whooping  cough  was  prevalent  among  the  school  population  dun 
the  Spring  of  1954,  but  apart  from  this  there  was  no  notat 
incidence  of  infectious  disease. 

The  problem  of  the  tuition  of  mentally  handicapped  children 
still  with  us,  and  it  is  a matter  for  regret  that  no  special  cl  as: 
for  this  type  of  pupil  are  yet  available.  The  teaching  of  such  pup 
in  an  ordinary  class  must  be  quite  unsatisfactory  both  to  teacher  : 
pupil  alike. 

A notable  addition  to  the  staff  of  the  School  Health  Service  ' 
the  appointment  by  the  Counties  of  Berwick,  Roxburgh  and  Selkirk  o 
Speech  Therapist.  The  need  for  this  service  was  shown  by  the  resu 
of  a preliminary  survey  which  revealed  that  in  Roxburghshire  al 
358  children  required  such  treatment.  Adequate  treatment  of  s 
numbers  cannot  be  given  by  one  Speech  Therapist  and  it  is  to  be  ho 
that  additions  to  this  branch  of  the  staff  will  follow. 

The  visit  of  a Mass  Radiography  Unit  to  the  County  during  J 
provided  an  opportunity  to  offer  chest  X— ray  to  pupils  aged  13 ye 
and  over.  1,255  pupils  availed  themselves  of  this  offer  and  t 
number  produced  one  case  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis,  one  pleu 
effusion,  one  heart  condition  and  three  tuberculosis  primary  comple* 

A comprehensive  display  of  the  facilities  afforded  to  scb 
children  by  the  School  Medical  and  School  Dental  Services 
included  in  the  annual  exhibition  of  work  of  one  Junior  Second 
School  in  the  County  and  was  the  centre  of  much  interest  to  the  n 
parents  who  visited  the  exhibition. 

An  opportunity  has  been  taken  to  compare  the  heights  and  weit 
of  school  entrants  and  school  leaders  in  1924  and  1954-  The  avei 
boy  entering  school  to-day  is  0 6 taller  and  % lb.  heavier  than 
boy  30  years  ago;  the  average  girl  entrant  is  0.4  taller  and  % 
heavier  than  the  girl  of  1924.  A comparison  of  boys  and  girls  of 
16f  produced  much  more  startling  figures.  The  average  boy  of  16j  yi 
to-day  is  16.9  lbs.  heavier  and  4 9"  taller  than  the  boy  of  U 
girls  aged  16-f  are  5 2 lbs.  heavier  and  1 8’  taller  than  the  girl: 
1924. 

A comparison  of  entrants  of  both  sexes  to  town  and  cour 
schools  shows  that  the  latter  are  taller  and  heavier  than  their 
counterparts.  These  findings  are  the  same  as  those  in  the  year  192- 

Immunisation  against  Diphtheria. 

Continued  efforts  have  been  made  to  increase  the  percentagi 
children  protected  by  immunisation  against  diphtheria.  It  is  : 
that  the  comparative  rarity  of  this  disease  is  leading  to  a f: 
sense  of  security.  Of  735  children  born  in  1948,  and  who  were  th 
fore  of  age  to  enter  school  during  the  past  academic  year,  205 
not  immunised  against  diphtheria;  of  the  530  who  were  immun 
during  the  years  1948-53,  only  154  received  a booster  dose  ' 
entering  school. 
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c nation  against  Smallpox. 

Of  735  children  born  in  1948,  only  193  had  been  vaccinated 
nst  smallpox  by  the  time  they  reached  the  age  for  entering 
>1.  This  means  that  542  children  are  susceptible  to  smallpox  and 
xe  event  of  a case  of  smallpox  occurring  in  the  community  there 
J be  the  usual  almost  "panic"  rush  to  be  vaccinated.  The  simple 
sdure  of  primary  vaccination  is  best  tolerated  by  young  children, 
-isk  of  reaction  rising  with  age. 

It  is  very  much  to  be  regretted  that  so  many  parents  remain 
Rerent  to  the  risk  of  their  children  contracting  smallpox  at  a 
when  air  travel  brings  contacts  and  possible  cases  to  this 
try  within  a day  or  two  of  leaving  an  infected  area. 


nli ness. 


The  incidence  of  uncleanliness  and  infestation  continues  to  be 
and  to  be  confined  to  a nucleus  of  people  to  whom  all  approaches 
advice  and  help  seem  of  little  avail.  During  the  year  only  59 
Is  were  reported  to  be  verminous,  i. e.  0.92%  of  the  school 
ilation.  Ten  prosecutions,  all  successful,  were  undertaken  during 
lyear. 


umber  of  children  on  roll  at  end  of  session  ... 
rverage  attendance  during  year  ...  ...  • > • 
ercentage  of  attendance  


6,412 
5 821  2 
91  6 


verage  school  rolls' - 
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33 
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91.  8 
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Table  I 


Total  number  of  children  examined  at  schools- - 


Other 

Systematic  Systematic 

Examinations  Examination 


(A) 

Entrants 

- No  previous 
routine 
inspection 

521 

139 

Second  Age  Group 

- Bom  1944 

570 

4 

Third  Age  Group 

- Born  1940 

531 

- 

Fourth  Age  Group 

- Bom  1937 

45 

- 

Total 

1,  667 

143 

Other 

Examinat ior 

(B) 

Pupils  born  in  1946  (Vision  and  Hearing  only) 569 

Sp ecial  cases  . « . » * • • - • » « • • . . ■ • * . . . 87 

Re-  inspections  « < « ■ » « • , • » • . • • « < « » « 30 

686 


Number  of  individual  children  inspected  at  Systematic  exami 
ions  who  were  notified  to  parents  as  requiring  treatment  (exclu 
uncleanliness  and  dental  caries)  ~ 


Entrants  

Second  Age  Group 
Third  Age  Group,.. 
Fourth  Age  Group 
1946  Vision  and  Hearing 


187 

174 

127 

15 

39 


542 
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Table  II.  - STATISTICS  OF  CONDITIONS  FOUND  AT  SYSTEMATIC  MEDICAL  INSPECTIONS  - Continued. 


32. 


to 

CD 

bJD 

< 

Girls 

886 

o 

H 

co  1 

CO 

H 

CO 

rH 

Tt< 

CM 

rH 

1 

i-H 

rH 

< 

Boys 

Tt< 

CM 

o 

t- 

rH 

1 --1 

in 
*— < 

rH 

rH 

rH 

rH 

rH 

CM 

rH 

a 

G 

O 

P 

o 

CD 

Girls 

oil  II  1 III  II 

CSJ 

tUD 

< 

x: 

p 

TV 

Boys 

in  l 1 II  1 III  II 

CSJ 

a 

Girls 

G 

O 

P 

a 

CD 

268 

w 

1 1 

CO 

rH 

1 

1 

1 

rH 

1 

W) 

< 

X3 

P 

CO 

Boys 

CO 

CD 

CM 

m 

1 1 

CM 

1 

1 

1 

CSJ 

1 

1 

D. 

Girls 

G 

O 

P 

O 

CD 

278 

st< 

’—C  1 

rH 

1 

1 

CO 

1 

tUD 

< 

X> 

G 

CSJ 

Boys 

296 

f CO 

1 1 

c- 

r-H 

rH 

1 

rH 

CO 

rH 

CO 

-P 

§ 

Girls 

320 

1 CO 

<M  1 

CD 

rH 

rH 

a> 

CM 

rH 

1 

-P 

G 

Cd 

Boys 

340 

i 

1 rl 

CD 

l 

l 

rH 

00 

Cl 

CO 

T3 

ccS 
P 


e l: 

Cti  rrj 

X 

CD  jj 


O 

r— I 
00 


P 

O 

CD 

P 

CD 

O 


CO 

<D 

CO 

cd 

CD 


Cd  p 
H O 
< CD 
H P 
C0  CD 
X? 


P 

CO 

* 

H >> 

o 

•• 

•rH 

JC 

X to 

o 

5S ' — • 

XJ  P 

CD 

*X3  <D 

O P 

G H 

P 

O -rH 

p 

p ’§> 

ccs  ce 

G 

CQ  X5 

CD 

CD 

P 

GJ 

-G 

hH*rH 

T3 

a:  jg 

ccS 

^s  o 

P 

Pm  rH 

ccS 

H c 

Z 

*q  in 

O 

NOT 

CQ 

coo 

P 

CD 

O. 

o 


o* 

CD 

Of 


to 

G 

O 

H 


O 


•8 


u O 


C/3 

03 

to 

< 

Girls 

886 

eg  | 

1 t- 

rH 

03 

rH 

ID 

36 

o 

rH 

12 

CD 

eg 

o 

CO 

*-H 

rH 

< 

Boys 

924 

*“•  1 

1 <N 

rH 

CO 

534 

28 

20 

00 

o 

rH 

in 

25 

a 

3 

O 

u 

a 

o 

Girls 

20 

i i 

1 1 

1 

CD 

rH 

CM 

CM 

rH 

i 

i 

CO 

bX> 

< 

x: 

4-3 

rf« 

Boys 

25 

i i 

1 1 

1 

23 

rH 

rH 

l 

1 

i 

CM 

a 

3 

O 

3 

O 

0) 

C 1 3 

r— H 

3 

•»H 

o 

CO 

CD 

CM 

i i 

1 1 

1 

243 

rH 

CM 

t- 

CM 

rH 

CD 

rH 

bD 

< 

T3 

3 

CO 

Boys 

263 

i i 

1 *-* 

1 

242 

12 

03 

in 

in 

rH 

00 

a 

3 

O 

3 

u 

Girls 

278 

*-*  1 

1 <N 

1 

260 

CO 

rH 

Tt< 

rP 

rH 

rH 

rH 

tuD 

< 

*C 

3 

CM 

Boys 

296 

i i 

1 

CO 

269 

m 

rH 

o 

rH 

CO 

m 

Tt< 

rH 

C/3 

4-> 

§ 

Girls 

320 

*-*  1 

1 io 

rH 

l 

1 

1 

1 

i 

l 

rH 

4-> 

c 

Cx3 

Boys 

340 

’-t  1 

1 f 

1 

l 

1 

1 

1 

i 

l 

rH 

C/3 

bfi 


gi: 

o 


o 

rH 

cc 


I I I 


4>  . 

. 

• 

• 

U • 

9 

• 

<0  . 

• 

C/3 

• 

• 

4) 

0) 

4-> 

to 

•rH 

O 

'H 

C/3 

4-> 

C/3 

03 

Cj 

•rH 

•rH 

• 

03 

<4H 

4-3 

o 

C/3 

03 

*h  c/3 

•rH 

cd 

• 

cd 

Q 

CD  -rH 

> 

a 

C/3 

03 

C 4-> 

•rH 

o 

3 

C/3 

4h 

U *rH 

4-3 

E 

•rH 

o 

03  3 

O 

rH 

C/3 

a 

-*-»  cd 

Pj 

cd 

•rH 

03 

X X 

3 

03 

-O 

3 

3 

1 t*3  Q. 

•»-> 

3 

cd 

03 

3 

03 

3 

3 

3 

-3 

4-) 

CO 

o 

O 

4-3 

4-3 

cd 

B tOffl 

O 

o 

C/} 

o 

Z 

'w 

to 

3 4) 
o to 
■*r  to 
to 

~»i  -h 

<0  O 

3 

to 

•h  3 
^ O 
•C 


c 

o 

•rH 

C/3 

-rH 

> 

bfi 

3 

•rH 

o 


•c 
o 
o 

•O  -i  O 


3 

3 

o 

3 

O 

O 

3 

•rH 

O 

•rH 

•rH 

O 

C/3 

•rH 

C/3 

C/3 

•rH 

•rH 

C/3 

•rH 

•rH 

C/3 

> 

•H 

> 

> 

> 

•rH 

> 

bX) 

• bJ) 

-*  bD 

G 

OX) 

to  C 

3 

bfi 

•rH 

a 

43  *rH 

•rH 

3 

•rH 

to  ^ 

•rH 

3 

t0  3 

3 

o 

3 

CD  o 

O 

3 

5c 

o 

Be 

-H  J 

O 

? 

O 

3 

T3 

3 

•rH 

*o 

*c  o 

•rH 

T3 

cd 

cd 

o 

cd 

cd 

Cx* 

ca 

° 

b* 

33 

St 

c 

o 

•rH 

4-> 

o 

cd 

u 

<«h 

03 

U 

U 

£ 


Table  II.  - STATISTICS  OP  CONDITIONS  POUND  AT  SYSTEMATIC  MEDICAL  INSPECTIONS  - Continued. 
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Table  IV. 

RETURN  OP  ALL  EXCEPTIONAL  CHILDREN  OF  SCHOOL  AGE  IN  THE  AREA 


Disability 

At 

Ordinary 

Schools 

At 

Special 
Schools  or 
Classes 

At  No 
School  or 
Institu- 
tion 

lo  BLIND  *1*0  a 0 • « « « u • « 

- 

- 

- 

2.  PARTIALLY  SIGHTED: - 

(a)  Refractive  errors  in 
which  the  curriculum  of 
an  ordinary  school  would 
adversely  affect  the  eye 
condition  ...  ... 

(b)  Other  conditions  of  the 
eye,  e.,  g.  cataract, 
ulceration,  etc.  which 
render  the  child  unable 
to  read  ordinary  school 
books  or  to  see  well 
enough  to  be  taught  in 
an  ordinary  school  ... 

j 

3-  DEAF.  - 

Grade  I ...  ...  ... 

3 

Grade  IIA  ...  ...  ... 

1 

- 

- 

Grade  I IB  ...  ...  ... 

- 

- 

- 

Grade  III 

- 

- 

~ 

4.  DEFECTIVE  SPEECH  - 

(a)  Defects  of  articulation 
requiring  special  educ- 
ational measures 

60 

(b)  Stammering  requiring 
special  educational 
measures. , , ...  ... 

55 

5.  MENTALLY  DEFECTIVE:  - 

(Children  between  5 and  16 
years)  - 

(a)  Educable  (I.  Q.  approx. 
50-70)  

19 

(b)  Ineducable  (I  Q. 

generally  less  than  50) 

2 

— 

11 

6.  EPILEPSY: - 

(a)  Mild  and  occasional  ... 

3 

(b)  Severe  (suitable  for 
care  in  a residential 
schoo 1 ) . . . ...  . . . 

7.  PHYSICALLY  DEFECTIVE. - 
(Children  between  5 and  16 
years)  - 

(a)  Non-pul monary  tubercul- 
osis (excluding  cervical 
g 1 an ds)  ...  ...  ... 

1 

(b)  General  orthopaedic 
conditions  ...  ... 

23 

_ 

(c)  Organic  heart  disease 

15 

- 

(d)  Other  causes  of  ill- 
health  

11 

- 

- ] 

T 
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At 

At  No 

At 

Special 

School  or 

Total 

Disability 

Ordinary 

schools  or 

Institu- 

Schools 

Classes 

tion 

JLTIPLE  DEFECTS  - 

Mentally  defective 

(ineducable)  and 
physically  defective 

(general  orthopaedic 

conditions)  

. Mentally  defective 

4 

(ineducable)  and 

epilepsy  (mild)  ... 

„ Mentally  defective 

2 

Z 

(ineducable)  and 
epilepsy  (severe)  ... 

— 

- 

- 

-- 

. Mentally  defective 

(ineducable)  and 
bl ind  • • • 

— 

- 

- 

- 

. Mentally  defective 

(educable)  and 
physically  defective 

(general  orthopaedic 
conditions)  

3 

- 

- 

3 

. Mentally  defective 

(educable)  and 
epilepsy  (mild) 

2 

- 

2 

1.  Mentally  defective 

(educable)  and 
epilepsy  (severe)  ... 

— 

- 

- 

- 

Z.  Mentally  defective 

(educable)  and 
physically  defective 
(other  causes  of  ill- 
health)  

2 

_ 

2 

K.  Mentally  defective 

(educable)  and  deaf 

— 

if..  Mentally  defective 

(educable  and  blind 

“ 

3.  Other  multiple 

8 

8 

defects  

AVERAGE  HEIGHTS  AND  WEIGHTS 


Average 

. 

Number 

Examined 

Age 

(Yrs. 

Mths, ) 

Height 
(Ins. ) 

Weight 
(Lbs. ) 

IANTS  - 

>ys 

- rl s ■ • • •••  ••• 

271 

250 

5 

5 

6 

6 

43.  9 
43.  1 

44  6 
42.7 

OND  AGE-GROUP  - 
oys  ...  ...  ... 

iris 

294 

276 

9 

9 

6 

6 

52.  5 
52.  1 

65.8 
64.  8 

UD  AGE-GROUP  - 
oys  • » • 

iirls 

263 

268 

13 

13 

9 

8 

61.  3 
60.  9 

100,  4 
102.  2 

IRTH  AGE-GROUP  - 

:oys 

tirls 

25 

20 

16 

16 

11 

11 

67.  8 
63-  9 

135  4 
120.  8 

40 


MEDICAL  TREATMENT 
(A)  Minor  Ailments  treated  at  School  Clinics. 

1.  Cuts,  bruises  and  other  minor  injuries. 

2.  Diseases  of  the  ear  ...  

3.  Diseases  of  the  eye  

4.  Diseases  of  the  skin. - 

Ringworm  (scalp) 

Ringworm  (body)  , 

Scabies  ...  ...  ...  ... 

Impetigo  ...  ...  

5.  Treatment  for  Verminous  Infestation 

6.  Burns  and  Scalds  ...  

7.  U.V, R.  Treatments  ... 

8.  Others  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  . 

Total 


(B)  Defective  Vision  and  Squint, 

By  arrangement  with  the  Regional  Hospital  Board,  Dr.  Burns-B 
acts  as  ophthalmologist  for  the  School  Medical  Service  in 
County. 

Children  are  referred  for  examination  at  the  request  of 
School  Medical  Officers  or  of  the  general  practitioners. 

Clinics  are  held  at:  - 

Springbank  Clinic,  Hawick. 

Waterside  Clinic,  Jedburgh, 

St.  Dunstan’  s Clinic,  Melrose. 

Dental  Clinic,  Newtown  St.  Boswells. 

Kelso  High  School. 

Cases  requiring  operative  treatment  are  referred  to  the  R< 
Infirmary,  Edinburgh. 

Twenty-five  Sessions  have  been  held  during  the  school  year; 
details  are  as  follows:  - 


4 


- 


10 


School  Children  treated  under  Scheme: 


Appointments  made  

Appointments  kept  ... 

Glasses  ordered 

Glasses  suitable  

Glasses  requiring  alteration  ... 

Glasses  not  advised  ...  ... 

Referred  to  Royal  Infirmary.  Edinburgh 
Occlusion  (including  atropine  occlusion) 

Other  treatment  

No  action  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 


Pre-school  Children  treated  under  Scheme 


Appointments  made 

Appointments  kept 

Occlusion  (including  atropine  occlusion) 
Other  treatment 

No  action  


78 

37 

8 

22 

3 

8 

2 

53 


2 

1 

2 


O 

- 


2 


2 


41. 


3ts  found  — 

rabismus  

stagmus  

permetropia  ... 

op is  •••  •• 

permetropic  Astigmatism 
opic  Astigmatism 
xed  Astigmatism... 
aloid  Astigmatism 

ujunctivitis  

jophoria  ...  - . . 

epharitis. . . ... 

iblyopia  

mgenital  Cataract 


67 

3 

15 

31 

21 

16 
7 
1 
1 
1 
1 

20 

1 

185 


Conditions  of  Ear,  Nose  and  Throat. 

School  children  who  are  found  to  be  suffering  from  any  condition 
sting  the  Ear. Nose  or  Throat  are  referred  to  the  E.N.T.  specialist 
examination  when  such  is  considered  necessary  by  the  School 
Leal  Officers  or  at  the  special  request  of  general  practitioners. 

By  arrangement  with  the  Regional  Hospital  Board  Dr.  Birrell  and 
McCallum  act  as  specialists,  and  clinics  are  held  as  detailed  l 
paragraph  on  Defective  Vision, 

Removal  of  tonsils  and  adenoids,  X ray  investigations,  minor 
rative  investigations  and  procedures  are  all  m at  the 

rel  1 at  Kelso  Cottage  Hospital  and  by  Dr.  McCallar"  is 

derson  Hospital,  Galashiels.  Cases  where  raaj  Royal 

icated  are  referred  to  Royal  Infirmary  Edinburgh,  or  to  the  Royal 
pital  for  Sick  Children,  Edinburgh. 

Eight  Sessions  have  been  held  during  the  school  year,  the 
ails  are  as  follows  - 

ool  Children  treated  unde r_  Scheme 

ber  examined  

iber  recommended  for  operation  ... 
iber  recommended  for  other  treatment 
liber  referred  to  R.  I.E.  or  R.  H-S.  C. 
iiber  in  which  no  action  taken  ... 

nber  operated  on  

5-school  Children  treated  under  Scheme 

mber  examined • •• 

mber  recommended  for  operation  ... 
mber  recommended  for  other  treatment 
mber  referred  to  R.  I.  E.  or  R H.S.C. 
mber  in  which  no  action  taken  ... 

mber  operated  on  

I)  Orthopaedic  Treatment. 

The  Scheme  provides  for  the  treatment  of  *J*°°Ldh fo^treltmlnt 
|g  from  orthopaedic  defects  who  have  been  reconmended  for  treatment 

the  school  medical  officers  or  general  practitioners. 


• • • * * • • * 

51 

11 

10 

80 

_i 

. . . 

80 

«•  •••  • • * 

43 

• • • • • 

8 

1 

8 

. . . 

16 

!.  ...  _i 

16 

• • • • • • 

4 
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By  arrangement  with  the  Regional  Hospital  Board,  Mr.  R. 
Stirling,  p. R. C.  S. , Edinburgh,  acts  as  consultant  and  clinics  a 
held  monthly  at  various  centres. 

School  children  on  active  treatment  register  at  1/8/53  . . . 758 
School  children  on  active  treatment  register  at  31/7/54  ...  785 

Distribution  of  Cases: - 


Date 

Hawick 

Kelso 

Jedburgh 

Melrose 

Newcastleton 

1/8/53 

283 

195 

143 

107 

30 

31/7/54 

275 

215 

140 

110 

25 

Record  of  Consultant  Clinics: - 


Centre 

No.  of  Clinics 
held 

No.  of  Children 
examined 

Hawick  ...  ...  ...  ... 

7 

169 

Jedburgh  ... 

5 

108 

Kelso  ...  ...  ...  ... 

5 

134 

Melrose. . . ...  ...  ... 

2 

36 

Morebattle  ...  ...  ... 

3 

42 

Newcastleton  ...  ...  ... 

1 

9 

Newtown. . . 

3 

39 

Total 

26 

537 

Record  of  Attendances  at  Treatment  Cl inics:  - 


Month 

Clinic 

Home 

1953: 

August  ...  ... 

63 

25 

September 

1.  029 

10 

October. 

920 

15 

November 

1,015 

13 

December  

802 

22 

1954: 

J anuary. . . 

660 

18 

February  

887 

20 

March  ...  ...  ... 

943 

9 

April  

430 

25 

May 

1,009 

16 

June  

880 

22 

July  

200 

43 

Institutional  Treatment :- 


In  residence  1/8/53  7 

Admissions  19 

Discharges  23 

In  residence  31/7/54 3 

Patient  Days 1,  230 
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ideation  of  Hospital  Cases 


L-ff  f 66 1 ■ * t I • a • • . 

l b f 66 t « . « ... 

i.  H.  « < • • • • . ■ » 

[genital  smallness  of  foot 
^ tendon.  • « ...  ... 

lux  rigidus  

^eochondritis  ...  ... 

iomyelitis  ...  ... 

.iomyelitis  and  brain  tumou 
jliosis  ...  ...  ... 

;kle  deformity  of  foot 
isticity. . . ...  ... 

5 deformities  

rticollis  


Table  V.  DENTAL  INSPECTION  and  TREATMENT 


1 

3 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 

4 
1 


HAWICK  etc.  AREA 


Inspected  by  Dental  Officer 


Age 

(a)  Systematic 
Examinations 

(b)  Special  and 
Emergency  Cases 

Total 

or  under 

238 

64 

302 

328 

70 

398 

332 

39 

371 

312 

41 

353 

288 

11 

299 

325 

8 

333 

266 

5 

271 

235 

3 

238 

152 

199 

152 

199 

200 

— 

200 

h 

157 

1 

158 

3032 

242 

3274 

<al  Pound  to  require  treatment  ... 

<b)  Accepting  treatment  

Actually  treated  by  the  School  Dental 

Officer  . ..  ••• 

Attendances  made  by  children  for 

treatment  

Fillings  (a)  Permanent  teeth  . 

(b)  Temporary  teeth  . 
Extractions  - (a)  Permanent  teeth 

(b)  Temporary  teeth  . 
Administrations  of  a general 

anaesthetic  

Other  operations  - 

(a)  Permanent  teeth  

(b)  Temporary  teeth  

Half-days  devoted  to  inspection 
Half-days  devoted  to  treatment... 
Known  to  be  treated  privately  ... 


Systematic 

Special  and 
Emergency 

Examinations 

Cases 

. 1430 

238 

693 

238 

671 

238 

2028 

238 

546 

17 

231 

48 

82 

16 

685 

98 

40 

14 

353 

12 

784 

43 

30 

—■ 

294 

613 

44. 

REMARKS. 

Hawick  etc.  Area  - Mr.  C. M.  Urquhart,  Dental  Officer. 


Number  of  schools  inspected  

(St.  Mary's  and  Drumlanrig,  Hawick,  inspected  twice). 


Number  of  schools  receiving  treatment  

Number  of  schools  in  which  treatment  was  completed 


Percentage  of  children  examined  by  School  Dentist  and  found 

to  require  treatment,  and  who  subsequently  received  89% 

treatment  from  School  Dentist  or  privately (appro: 


Percentage  of  children  treated  by  School  Dentist  or  who 
will  be  treated  


52% 


KELSO  , MELROSE,  JEDBURGH,  etc.  AREA 


(1)  Inspected  by  Dental  Officer:  - 


Age 

(a)  Systematic 
Examinations 

(b)  Special  and 
Emergency  Cases 

Total 

5 or  under 

72 

81 

153  I 

6 

84 

25 

109 

7 

50 

50 

100 

8 

65 

34 

99 

9 

44 

29 

73 

10 

54 

20 

74 

11 

37 

16 

53 

12 

20 

14 

34 

13 

106 

15 

121 

14 

195 

17 

212 

15 

40 

17 

57 

15+ 

1 

14 

15 

768 

332 

1100 

(2)  (a)  Pound  to  require  treatment  ... 

(b)  Accepting  treatment  

(3)  Actually  treated  by  the  School  Dental 

Officers  

(4)  Attendances  made  by  children  for 

treatment  ...  ...  ...  ... 

(including  687  Ortho,  visits). 

(5)  Fillings  - (a)  Permanent  teeth 

(b)  Temporary  teeth 


Special  ai 


Systematic 

Examinations 

Emergenc: 

Cases 

. 629 

323 

525 

323 

2259 

323 

. 3413 

323 

653 

32 

, 157 

36 
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Special  and 


Systematic 

Emergency 

Examinations 

Cases 

Extractions  - (a)  Permanent  teeth  ... 

143 

22 

(b)  Temporary  teeth  ... 

1282 

192 

Administrations  of  a general 

anaesthetic  ...  

- 

- 

Other  operations  - 

(a)  Permanent  teeth  ...  ... 

997 

98 

(b)  Temporary  teeth  ...  ... 

529 

87 

Half-days  devoted  to  inspection  ... 

18 

- 

Half-days  devoted  to  treatment 

364 

Known  to  be  treated  privately 

88 

- 

REMARKS. 

so,  Melrose,  Jedburgh,  etc.  Area  - Mrs  C Grieve,  Dental  Officer 


All  schools  in  the  area  were  visited  for  treatment  during  the 
ision.  The  country  schools  were  inspected  but  in  the  case  oi  the 
-gh  schools,  only  limited  inspections  were  done,  as  there  were 
500  cases  in  process  of  treatment  from  the  previous  school 
•sions. 


The  joint  dental  service  for  Roxburghshire  and  Selkirkshire 
imenced  on  16th  April.  Mr.  Burnside  was  appointed  to  the  SelkirK- 
.re  area.  In  view  of  the  fact  that  at  present  no  arrangements  for 
ansport  have  been  made  for  the  Selkirkshire  Dental  Officer 
sited  all  the  country  schools  in  this  area  with  Mr,  Burnsicie 


Inspection  of  all  children  in  these  schools  was 
facilitate  the  preparation  of  dental  record  cards.  I subsequently 
i treatment  in  these  schools  while  Mr  Burnside  did  a corresponding 
iber  of  sessions  in  Newtown  St.  Boswells  Clinic. 


During  this  session  we 
ich  is  now  in  regular  use 
aults  with  it. 


have  acquired  a portable 
We  are  obtaining  very 


X-ray  outfit 
satisfac to ry 


The  Orthodontic  Scheme  is  progressing  well.  .e"  ^"^ewtown 
tended  by  the  Orthodontic  Consultant  in  Kelso.Je  commencement 
i Melrose.  250  cases  have  received  treatment  since  bhe  commencement 
the  Orthodontic  Consultant  Service-  158  cases  are  at  present  u 
eatment  or  supervision. 
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SPEECH  DEFECTS 


Stammering 

Other 
Di sorders 

Total  number  continued  from  1953-54’ 

SdlOOl  ooo  ooo  wow  wow  oow 

48 

295 

Pre-school  ooo  ooo  ooo  oo« 

- 

4 

TOtal  OOO  OWO  WOW 

48 

299 

Cases  referred 

School  ...  . . . . . . 2 

Pre-school  ...  ...  4 

Total  ...  6 

Total  cases  treated 

School  WOO  OOO  OWW  WWO  OWO 

13 

27 

Pre-school  ...  ...  ...  ... 

- 

- j 

Total  OUW  COO  OWW 

13 

27 

Attendances: 

School  WOO  WWW  WWW  OOO  WWW 

273 

567 

Pre-school  woo  oow  woo  wow 

- 

Total  ooo  ooo  woo 

273 

567 

Cases  discharged; 

School  OWW  OWO  OWW  WOW  WWW 

5 

4 

Pre-school  ...  ...  ...  ... 

- 

- 

Total  OWO  WWW  WWW 

5 

4 

Total  Cases  to  be  continued  to  1954-55: 

School  OOO  OWO  OWW  WWW  WWO 

50 

278 

Pre-school  ... 

- 

4 

To  tal  ooo  woo  WWW 

50 

282 

47. 


SANITARY  CONDITIONS  OF  SCHOOLS. 

School  Maintenance. 

The  following  information  has  been  received  from  the  County 
Ltect: - 

Ancrun  — Installation  of  tiled  grate  in  schoolhouse  living-room. 

Blainslie  — Two  flushing  closets  and  drinking  fountain  installed 
shool.  Electric  light  installed  in  school  and  schoolhouse,  Bath- 
and  larder  formed  in  schoolhouse  and  scullery  improved. 

Cogsmill  — Bottoming  and  tarmac  laid  on  entrance  roadway. 

Crai ling  — Internal  and  external  mason,  joiner,  plumber  and 
ter  repairs  in  school  and  schoolhouse,  after  inspection  of 
dings, 

Denholm  — Forming  Medical  Inspection  Room  and  Library  cupboards 
oom  4,  and  providing  hot  water  at  basins  in  Main  Building, 

Edgerston  — Tiled  grate  fitted  in  living-room. 

Gattonside  — Installation  of  electric  lighting  in  schoolhouse 
bringing  forward  service  cable  to  same. 

ck 

Drumlanri g — School  painted  externally. 

No.  19  Duccleuch  Terrace  — Schoolhouse  painted  externally. 

Hawick  High  — Rayburn  cooker  and  two  new  gas  cookers  in 
istic  Science  Room.  Electric  water  heater  fitted  in  Domestic 
snce  Cottage,  Redecoration  of  two  bedrooms  in  Domestic  Science 


Henderson  Technical  — Improvements  to  lighting  in  Hosiery  Shop. 

fitted  in  temporary  Art  Room.  Gas  water  heaters  fitted  at  sinks  in 
Art  Rooms. 

Teviot  Lodge  — Redecoration  of  two  rooms  used  as  a library, 

Roman  Catholic  — Re-arrangement  of  basins  in  cloakroom.  Radiator 
res  renewed.  Repairs  following  outbreak  of  dry-rot  in  cloakroom, 

School  painted  externally. 

St.  Mary’s  Infant  — Sectional  platform  provided  for  hall. 

Trinity  —Redecoration  of  classrooms  1 to  10.  Externa]  and 
j-rnal  repairs  after  inspection  of  school. 

Wilton  — Three  infant  rooms  and  cloakroom  redecorated.  Play - 
inds  re-surfaced  with  tarmac.  Linoleum  laid  in  ladies  staff-room 

headmaster’ s room. 

Wilton  Dean  — School  painted  externally. 

Heiton  - Ideal’  heating  boiler  from  Lanton  School  installed  at 
ran  School. 

Hobk i rk  —Flat  roofs  relaid  with  asphalte  over  corridors  and 
ukrooms. 
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J edburgh1 

Grammar  School  — Redecoration  of  Clerical  Assistant' s room  ■< 
Headmaster’ s room.  Improvements  to  hopper  windows  on  ground  flooi 
main  building. 

St.  John  s Episcopal  - Improvements  to  drainage  system.  Form: 
combined  scullery  and  kitchen  in  schoolhouse. 

Kelso: 

Hi#i  School  - Dusmo’  store  in  boys’  playground. 

Clifton  House  — Sundry  repairs  to  roofs  and  walls. 

Roxburgh  View  — New  sinks  and  taps  fitted  in  scullery. 

Kirk ton  — New  dormer  window  and  re-arrangement  of  bathroom. 

Langshaw  — New  sink  in  schoolhouse  scullery. 

Lanton  - Three  Velomain'  gas  heaters  installed  in  school. 

Lilliesleaf  - Five  draught  excluders  fitted.  Wall  blackbo: 
fitted  in  headmaster's  room., 

Maxton  - Mason,  joiner  and  plaster  work,  external  and  inter 
repairs  in  school  and  schoolhouse. 

Melrose  Grammar  — Laying  new  6 drain  into  main  sewer. 

Morebattle  — New  Science  Room  and  additional  classroom. 

Newcast leton  — Rayburn  cooker  installed  in  schoolhouse 
electric  heaters  fitted  in  dining  centre  Boiler  from  Denholm  Sch 
installed  in  Domestic  Science  Room.  Asphalte  re-laid  on  flat  roofs. 

Newmill  — New  grate  and  cylinder  in  living-room  of  schoolhous 

Newtown  St.  Boswells  — Beam  to  take  hall  curtains.  Illustrat 
boarding  in  cookery  room.  Tarmac  laid  on  path  from  Eildon  Terrace 
school.  New  zinc  roof  relaid  over  store  at  schoolhouse.  Raybu 
cooker  installed  in  kitchen  of  Eskdaill  . 

Oxnam  — Garage  provided  at  Schoolhouse. 

Roxburgh  — Old  solid  fuel  range  removed  and  electric  cook 
water  heater  and  hot  cupboard  installed  in  school  meals  anne 
Service  line  led  forward  to  school  meals  annexe. 

Sandystones  - Electric  pump  and  new  suction  pipe  fitted  i 
well,  and  new  cover  fitted  to  well. 

Smai 1 holm  - Wall  repaired  at  schoolhouse  garden. 

Southdean  — Lifting  and  relaying  of  floors  in  scho  chouse. 

Towford  — Calor  gas  fitted  into  schoolhouse. 

Yetholm  - ‘Rayburn  cooker  installed  in  schoolhouse  kitchen. 
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COUNTY  SANITARY  INSPECTOR  S REPORT 

Mr.  A I.  Fraser,  County  Sanitary  Inspector,  reports  as  follows 


STATISTICS 

Population  - Landward 

(1951  Census)  - 18,492. 

No  of  Houses  - Landward  

Area  . . . ...  ...  ...  ... 

Valuation  --  Landward  - 

Gross  ...  ...  ...  ... 

Rateabl  e ...  ...  ....  ... 


5,874 

425,000  acres. 


...£322,947.  18  0. 

. ..£132,303,  15  0 


In  the  particular  and  ever  widening  sphere  of  public  health 
vities  with  which  Sanitarians  must  necessarily  associate  them- 
es 1954  was  a year  of  further  progress 


Several  enactments  appeared  on  the  Statute  Book  for  the  first 
s amongst  them  The  Slaughterhouses  Act  Parts  II  and  III  of 
h apply  to  Scotland  The  Slaughter  of  Animals  (Amendment)  Act 
The  Housing  (Repairs  and  Rents) (Scotland)  Act  In  addition,  there 
the  usual  number  of  minor  Orders  made  by  the  Minister  of  Food  in 
>uance  of  the  powers  conferred  on  him  by  the  Defence  (Sale  of 
1)  Regulations- 

It  had  been  anticipated  that  the  Food  and  Drugs  (Scotland)  Bill 
d have  received  the  Royal  Assent  during  the  year  but  in  common 
^ a number  of  other  Bills  its  passage  through  the  House  was 
*yed  Presumably,  however  it  will  be  one  of  the  Acts  to  whicn 
ic  Health  officials  will  require  to  turn  their  attention  some  time 
the  ensuing  year. 


In  the  County  of  Roxburgh  the  work  of  laying  new  sewers  and 
structing  sewage  outfall  works  was  continued  and  the  ooun  y 
icil  decided,  also,  to  proceed  with  the  Ale  Water  Supply  Scheme 
oeing  anticipated  that  tenders  for  the  first  contracts  can  oe 
ited  early  in  1955  Finally  the  comprehensive  scavenging  scheme 
irred  to  in  last  year  s report  was  commenced  in  the  first  naii  i 
year.  Each  of  the  above  very  necessary  facilities  has  be“  ° 

. be  provided  only  at  considerable  cost  to  taxpayer  and  r t p y. 
te  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  benefits  which  will  undoubtedly 
derived  from  them  will,  at  least  be  a contributory  factor  in 
ssting  the  drift  from  the  less  populous  areas  of  the  county. 


General  Sanitation 


er  Supplies 

Advantage  continued  to  be  taken  of  the  grants  madp 
tain  circumstances  by  the  Department  of  Agriculture  £uno lies 

•t  of  providing,  improving  or  augmenting  private  wat  -P 

II.  in  this  connection  75  samples  were  taken  submit  ted  ^f  or 

'mical  analyses  and  bacteriological  examination  with 

suits  - 
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Sampl e s 

Resul ts 

Chemical 

Bacteriological 

Chemi cal 

Bacter iologic 

4 

21 

54 

Good 

Fair 

Bad 

Good 

Fai  t 

J 

21 

- 

- 

19 

12 

In  addition,  where  necessary,  advice  was  given  as  to 
measures  most  likely  to  prevent  surface  and  other  sources 
contamination  and,  generally,  this  resulted  in  supplies  of  sa- 
factory  quality  being  obtained. 

An  adequate  supply  of  pure  and  wholesome  water  for  gem 
domestic  purposes,  whether  from  private  sources  or  public  mains, 
more  than  ever  an  essential  part  of  our  way  of  life  in  these  ( 
when  it  is  becoming  the  rule,  rather  than  the  exception,  for  n 
dwellings  to  be  provided  with  modern  sanitary  facilities  and, 
the  Ale  Water  Scheme  is  fully  in  operation,  this  very  neces: 
service  will  be  available  to  a number  of  villages,  hamlets  and  f 
steads  throughout  the  County  where  local  supplies  are  preset 
intermittent  or  of  doubtful  bacteriological  quality  and  it  is  t' 
hoped  that  the  maximum  use  will  be  made  of  it. 


Drainage  and  Sewage  Disposal . 

In  continuation  of  the  County  Council  s policy  to  pro- 
modern drainage  facilities  whenever  practicable,  the  undernoted  w 
were  put  in  hand  in  the  course  of  the  year  - 


Drainage  District  Works  Date  of  Completion 

Bonch ester  Bridge  750  yds.  of  6-  sewers  Early  1955- 

sewage  outfall  works 
comprising  pump  well 
screening  chamber 
horizontal  flow 
sedimentation  tanks, 
rotary  filters,  humus 
tanks  and  sludge  beds. 


Newtown  St.  Boswells  650  yds.  of  sewers  9 

to  18  in  diameter 


Mid  1954. 


“Roxburgh 


490  yds.  of  6 sewers  Tanks  completed 

sewage  outfall  works  1954  sewers 

comprising  hopper  early  1955- 

bo  ttomed  sedimentation 
tanks  (hydrostatically 
operated). 


•Sprouston  1,250  yds.  of  6:'  sewers,  Early  1955 

sewage  outfall  works 
comprising  horizontal 
flow  sedimentation  tanks. 


* Local  sludge  drying  facilities  are  to  be  provided  at  these  wo; 
and  at  Smailholm  where  new  sewers  and  works  were  constructed  lf 
y ear. 
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In  addition,  proposals  are  either  in  course  of  preparation  or 
Ibeen  finalised  in  respect  of  sewers  and/or  outfall  works  at  - 

Ancrum  - where  the  existing  works,  apart  from  being 

overloaded  at  peak  periods,  are  badly  sited 
in  relation  to  part  of  the  County  Council's 
post-war  housing  scheme. 

Denholm 

Gattonside  - where  crude  sewage  continues  to  be  dis- 

charged to  the  River  Tweed. 

Mo rebat tie 

Newtown  St.  Boswells  (second  phase). 

Newstead  - where  the  walls  of  the  existing  septic  tank 

are  cracked  and  badly  bulged. 


Wilton  Dean 

When  the  above  schemes  have  been  completed  modern  facilities  for 
Sisposal  and  treatment  of  sewage  and  waste  water  will  have  been 
-ded  at  fifteen  of  the  twenty-  three  Special  Drainage  Districts  in 
landward  area  since  1945  — an  excellent  contribution  to  the 
-al  well-being  of  all  persons  in  these  communities  and  one  which, 
nture  to.  suggest,  compares  very  favourably  with  drainage 
-ammes  undertaken  by  other  Local  Authorities  of  comparable  size.. 


In  this  County  as,  probably,  in  other  Local  Authority  areas 
a a number  of  the  Special  Drainage  Districts  are  not  extensive  or 
<dy  populated,  treatment  of  sewage  and  waste  water  is  provided  by 
□us  types  of  works,  from  septic  tanks  to  those  providing  full 
tment.  The  design  of  the  works  notwithstanding  all  must  be 
Harly  and  efficiently  maintained  if  they  are  to  function  satis- 
□rily  and  by  that  I mean  provide  an  effluent  which  does  not  have  a 
aminating  or  deleterious  effect  on  the  stream  or  watercourse  into 
th  it  is  finally  discharged  and  hitherto  it  has  to  be  admitted 
these  conditions  just  did  not  obtain  in  every  District 


In  an  attempt  to  get  over  those  difficulties  it  was  decided  to 
inate  the  appointments  of  all  local  part-  time  drainage  officers 
sappoint  two  full-time  drainage  attendants  These  men  started  in 
sst  and  I think  it  is  safe  to  say  that,  by  conscientiously  and 
/gently  applying  themselves,  often  with  only  the  minimum  supe  - 
•on.  to  their  duties  which  are  invariably  most  unpleasant  ano 
!ys  dirty,  they  have  improved  conditions  at  the  various  works  v j 
:iderably. 


They  are  provided  with  a Land  Rover  as  means  of  transport  and 
r equipment  comprises  a 3 horizontal  sludge  pump,  mounted 
?r,  a 300  gallon  tank  mounted  on  a trailer,  and  a ^econ  P 
ler  for  carrying  tools,  etc.  In  addition  to  the  work  m. 

'e,  they  are  responsible  for  emptying  the  gulley  boxes  in 
sial  Drainage  Districts 


'•3 rising  and  Refuse  Disposal 


The  position  at  the  end  of  1954 
Mnised  scavenging  facilities  in 
lows:  - 


with  regard  to  the  provision  ol 
;he  county  may  be  summarised  as 


52 


Date  o 


Coamenceme 

Method  of 

Frequency  of 

Service,  i 

District 

Collection 

Service 

after  31/1 

Newtown 

Refuse  freighter  of 

Thrice  weekly 

— 

St.  Boswells 

approved  design 

St.  Boswells 

Twice  weekly 

— 1 

An  c rum 

99 

— 1 

Bowden 

6? 

— 1 

Denholm 

*3 

1 

Eildon 

P? 

— ^ 

Gattonside 

3 

Lilliesleaf 

— 1 

Midlem 

ts 

— $ 

Newstead 

» 

Crailing 

99 

Once  weekly 

15/5/54 

Eckford 

Ednam 

* 97 

Heiton 

Maxton 

Roxburgh 

15/5/54 

Smailholm 

Sprouston 

9i 

Stichill 

99 

11/12/1 

Southdean 

Tractor  and  Trailer 

Bonchester 

Open  lorry 

Bridge 

Newcastleton 

Horse  and  cart  (open) 

Twice  weekly 

— 1 

Wilton  Dean 

Refuse  freighter  of 

approved  design 
(Hawick  Town  Council) 

Once  weekly 

Morebattle 

Open  lorry 

— s 

Town  Yetholm 
Kirk  Yetholm 

99 

Prom  the  date  of  its  commencement  the  Comprehensive  Scavec 
Scheme  operated  entirely  satisfactorily  no  complaints  being  rec< 
either  from  the  householders  or  the  Contractor  With  a few  except] 
the  former  are  to  be  congratulated  on  the  way  in  which  they  havs 
operated  with  the  Contractor  in  placing  their  receptacles  at 
right  place  and  at  the  right  time  to  suit  the  schedule  whic 
necessarily  compact  At  the  same  time.  I would  again  appea 
householders  to  provide  themselves  with  covered  refuse  bins 
approved  design.  Apart  altogether  from  the  obvious  advantag 
preventing  grit  and  dust  from  being  blown  about  the  scavengers 
much  less  likely  to  cut  their  hands  when  handling  proper  bins  i 
uncommon  occupational  hazard  where  old  oil  drums  pails,  etc 
made  to  serve  as  refuse  containers. 

Six  tips  at  Newtown  St  Boswells  Southdean.  Each ester, 
castieton,  Morebattle  and  Town  Yetholm  are  in  use  and  at  eac 
these  the  system  of  controlled  tipping  is  practised  with  val 
degrees  of  competence  and  success.  No  tip  has  given  rise  tc 
serious  nuisance  condition  but  it  must  be  appreciated  that  wil 
mechanical  aids  to  levelling  and  an  adequate  supply  of  suit 
covering  material,  completely  satisfactory  conditions  cannc 
obtained. 

A number  of  unofficial  refuse  dumps  in  close  proximit 
dwellings  continued  to  give  cause  for  concern.  In  some  cases 
dumps  are  a legacy  of  the  war-time  appeal  for  tins,  etc.  but. 
generally,  they  have  been  formed  by  the  indiscriminate  dumpir 
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use  by  local  inhabitants.  As  will  be  appreciated,  it  is  extremely 
cult  to  identify  the  persons  responsible  for  these  rather  serious 
sance  conditions  and,  in  most  cases  the  cost  of  abating  them  has 
ae  borne  by  the  general  County  rate  so  that  innocent  parties  have 
oay  with  the  guilty  ones.  The  practice,  on  the  whole,  is  to  be 
corred  and  seems  to  me  to  be  entirely  unnecessary  where  organised 
wenging  facilities  are  provided. 

In  the  course  of  the  year  some  30  litter  bins,  with  advertise- 
L plates,  were  erected  at  suitable  sites  in  a number  of  the  larger 
Lages  and  the  majority  are  serving  a most  useful  purpose  The  bins 
emptied  by  the  Council  s scavenging  contractors. 

lie  Conveniences 

The  public  conveniences  already  provided  in  two  of  the  larger 
lages  (at  least  two  more  are  proposed)  are  of  a good  standard, 
e adequate  accommodation  are  well  sited  and  are  satisfactorily 
stained  On  the  whole  too,  the  incidence  of  vandalism,  generally 
prevalent  in  these  premises,  has  been  remarkably  low. 

The  County  Council  is  to  be  commended  on  its  policy  of  install- 
wash-hand  basins  in  the  conveniences  and  the  experiment  of 
aiding  soap  and  towels  at  a small  charge  has,  in  my  opinion  been 
irely  successful  and  should  become  standard  practice  These 
ilities  are  absolutely  necessary  and  the  sooner  the  general  public 
Use  they  are  available  for  their  benefit  and  use  them  the  better. 


Offensive  Trades 

The  offensive  trade  of  hide  factor  continued  to  be  conducted  in  a 
-isfactory  manner  during  the  year  and  a minor  complaint  received  in 
nnection  with  the  disposal  of  manure  at  one  of  the  two  private 
uughterhouses  registered  in  terms  of  the  Slaughterhouses  Act  1954 
b effectively  dealt  with  by  the  owner  immediately  after  a visit  to 
s premises 

Schoo 1 s 

Sanitary  conveniences  at  all  schools  visited  were  found  to  be  in 
•clean  condition  and  generally,  free  from  nuisance 


Factories  and  Workshops 


* t 
The  number  of  factories  on  the  register  at  the  end  of  the  year 
der  report  was  46  Of  these  36  were  mechanical  and  10 non 
chanical.  Twenty  nine  visits  in  all  were  made  and, in  two  mst  . • 
e absence  of  adequate  sanitary  facilities  was  pointed  out  ^ 
oprietors.  both  of  whom  gave  assurance  that  these  omissions 
rectified.  The  majority  of  factories  are  small  concerns  with 
o employees  only. 


Common  Lodging  Houses 


There  are  no  common  lodging  houses  as  defined  in  Section  3 of  the 
ublic  Health  (Scotland)  Act,  1897,  within  the  County. 


Burial  Grounds 


The  staff  responsible  for  the  maintenance  and  condu  , hv 

"rounds  as  always,  did  a good  job  and  no  complaints  were 
his  Department. 
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The  provision  of  a crematorium  came  up  for  discussion  during 
year  and  was  continued. 

Infectious  Diseases 

The  following  cases  of  infectious  disease  were  reported 
subsequently  investigated  ~ 

Scarlet  Fever 13 

Shops  Act,  1950 

In  view  of  the  report  of  the  Committee  of  the  Scottish  Pol 
Council  on  extraneous  police  duties  the  Chief  Constable  was  relit 
of  his  duties  as  Chief  Inspector  under  the  above  Act  and 
administration  of  the  Act  was  accordingly  delegated  to  this  Dept 
ment  the  Sanitary  Inspectors  being  appointed  Inspectors  under 
Act-  So  far.  however,  because  of  the  many  other  tasks  which  hav< 
be  performed  it  has  not  been  found  possible  to  devote  any  time 
the  fulfilment  of  these  duties,  which  it  will  be  appreciated  are  qi 
comprehensive. 

Rivers  (Prevention  of  Pollution)!  Scotland;  Act  1951 

A close  liaison  was  maintained  between  this  Department  and 
River  Inspectors  attached  to  the  Tweed  River  Purification  Board 
the  Solway  River  Purification  Board  respectively  and  their  h€ 
expert  advice  and  co  operation  have  been  greatly  appreciated. 

Samples  of  sewage  effluent  were  taken  by  the  former  inspec 
with  the  undernoted  results  - 


Special  Drainage  District 

Resul t 

* Ancrum 

Unsatisfactory 

Bowden  East 

Of  the  quality  expected  from 
this  nature  (i.  e ) septic 

* Denholm 

Unsatisfactory. 

Heiton 

Unsatisfactory. 

Midlem 

Unsatisfactory 

* Newstead 

Unsatisfactory 

St-  Boswells 

Satisfactory 

Town  Yetholm 

Satis. -ctory 

* Note  Proposals  for  new  outfall  works  are  eithe;  in  cours' 
preparation  or  have  been  finalised  for  these  districts 
in  due  course  it  is  my  intention  to  submit  recommendat 
for  dealing  adequately  with  sewage  and  waste  water  from 
remaining  districts  other  than  St.  Boswells  and  Town  Yet 
where  new  works  have  been  provided  within  the  past  3 yea 

Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act  1949 

The  above  Act  places  on  Local  Authorities  the  responsibility  I 
ensuring  that  all  practical  steps  are  taken  to  keep  their  areas  : 
from  rats  and  mice  and.  in  this  connection  a full-time  staff,  ui 
the  charge  of  a foreman  are  employed  all  the  year  round.  Til 
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utors  are  not  under  the  direct  administrative  control  of  the 
c Health  Department  but  work  in  fairly  close  co-operation  with 
technical  personnel  of  the  Department.  In  addition  to  dealing 
infestations  brought  to  their  notice  their  duties  include  the 
ne  inspection  of  properties  and,  in  course  of  the  year  under 
-w,  may  be  summarised  as  follows : — 


Type  of  Property 

Au  tho  r i t y 
P rop  e r t i e s 

D we  1 1 i n g 
Ho  uses 

Bu  si  n e s s 
o r 

I ndu  strial 
P t emi s e s 

Agri- 
cu 1 t u r al 
P i op erties 

To  t al 

*er  of  propert- 
inspected  by 
Local  Authority 
ung  1954  as  a 
kit  of  notific- 
»n  or  otherwise 

20 

13 

37 

46 

116 

jer  of  above 
jerties  found 
oe  infested  by 
3 or  mice 

17 

11 

36 

38 

102 

oer  of  above 
as  ted  propert 
cleared  to  the 
Isfaction  of  the 
al  Authority 

as  separate 
units 

17 

11 

36 

38 

102 

in  course  of 
block  oper- 
ations carried 
out  under 
Section  6(1)  or 
under  informal 
arrangements 

8 

6 

4 

- 

18 

R>er  of  block 
irations  carried 
TOTAL 

25 

17 

40 

38 

120 

No  notices  were  served  in  terms  of  Section  4 of  the  Act  during 

year. 

Nut  sances . 

As  always,  time  was  spent  in  investigating  and  taking  to 

e abated  (without,  in  one  instance,  recourse  to  offic  . . . „ \ 

^ance  conditions  with  which  Sanitary  Inspectors  have  to  n(irhans 
:ed  drains,  unauthorised  accumulations  of  refuse,  dirty  ‘ 

e accurately,  untidy  dwelling  houses,  etc.  To  my  ' ider- 

i serious  nuisance  - serious  in  so  far  as  it  can  affect  _ rated 
e number  of  persons  and  more  particularly  children  - 1-  P ' 
ly.  I refer  to  the  fouling  of  streets  footpaths  and  open  spaces 
rousing  sites,  which  are  inevitably  used  as  playgroun 
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This  nuisance  is  caused,  as  often  as  not,  with  the  knowledge  of 
dog  owner  who,  apparently,  feels  he  is  doing  his  duty  to 
community  in  which  he  lives  if  he  holds  the  dog  on  a lead  whilst 
fouling  is  done,  In  my  opinion,  this  is  a practice  to  be  abhorred 

Food  Supply 

Milk 


Milk  and  Dairies  (Scotland)  Act,  1914 

Milk  (Special  Desi gnat ions)( Scot  1 and)  Order,  1951 

Action  taken  in  terms  of  the  above  regulations  during  the  ; 
under  review  and  the  position  with  regard  to  (A)  the  numbej 
premises,  of  all  types,  on  the  dairy  register,  (B)  the  numbe: 
designated  licences  held,  and  (C)  the  approximate  number  of  cows 


(i)  designated,  and 

(ii)  non-design ated  premises  at  31/12/54 


is  summarised  in  the  following  statement— 


A,  Registrations 

1.  Premises  registered  ... 


2-  Registrations: 

(i)  Transferred 
(ii)  Cancelled... 
( ii i)  Revoked  ... 


3 


1 

5 

1 


3,  Total  number  of  registrations  at  31/12/54  51 

Note 

(a)  This  total  includes  5 dealers  whose  premises  are  outwitb  t 
County  who  retail  by  vehicles. 


B.  Licences 


1.  Certified  Licences  issued 

Dealer’ s Supplementary  — 

2.  T.  T.  ' Licences  issued 

Producers  

Dealers  

3.  T.  T..  ‘ Licences  transferred 

Producers  . ; 

4.  T.  T. ; Licences  cancelled: 

Producers  

5.  Standard'  Licences  expired: 

Producers  

De  al e rs  ...  ...  ... 

Dealer's  Supplementary  ... 


2 


1 

2 


2 
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Pasteurisers’  Licences  revoked ...  1 (b) 

□ te 

□)  The  company  concerned  appealed  against  the  County  Council  s 
decision  to  revoke  this  licence  and  the  matter  was  continued 


Total  number  of  licences  held  at  31/12/54 


(i)  Producers 


Certified  ...  . . . 

Tuberculin  Tested 


( i i ) Pasteurisers. . . 


(iii)  Dealers 

Certified * 

Tuberculin  Tested  ...  . » ■■ 

Pasteurised  ...  . . - 

Tuberculin  Tested  (Pasteurised) 


(iv)  Dealer  s Supplementary 

Certified  

Tuberculin  Tested 
Pasteurised  — 


2 

43 

2 


7 

11  (c) 

8 
1 


5 

2 

1 


(v)  % of  Registered  Producers  holding  Designated 
Licences  . . . ITT  TT. 1 


88.  2 


Note 

(c)  This  figure  includes  5 Producers. 


Vhe  approximate  number  of  cows 

(i)  in  designated  premises ••  1-579 

(ii)  in  non  designated  premises  

The  following  additional  information  is  provided  at  the  request 
ithe  Department  of  Health 


(a) 

The  number  of  retail  purveyors  of  milk  . . 

...  11 

fb) 

The  number  of  producers  and  wholesale  dealers 
who  do  not  sell  milk  by  retail  ... 

...  40 

(c) 

The  approximate  average  number  of  cows  in 
registered  premises  

...  32 

(d) 

The  approximate  number  of  dairies  exempt  from 
registration  ...  • - . • ■ * 

...  115 

(e) 

The  approximate  average  number  of  cows  in 
premises  exempt  from  registration 

...  2 
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Milk  Sampling : 

I.  Samples  taken  during  1954  from  Producers  holding  Designated 
Licences; 


De  s i gnat  ion 

Number  of  Samples 

% 

Average  number 

T ak  en 

Failing 

Failing 

per  f arm 

Certified 

18 

5 

27.7 

T.  T. 

318 

47 

14.  8 

7.7 

Standard 

9 

6 

66.  6 

Note:  (a)  Only  one  producer  holding  a designated  licence  ha' 
consecutive  failures. 


(b)  It  is  of  interest  that  of  the  271  samples  taken  f 
producers  holding  designated  licences,  252  or  92.9% 
counts  of  less  than  20,000.  In  my  opinion,  this  points 
the  fact  that  the  permitted  standards  of  30,000 
200,000  for  Certified’  and  T.  T. ' milks  respectively 
much  too  high  and  should  be  revised. 

2,  Samples  taken  from  Holders  (2)  of  Pasteuriser's  Licences 


Number  of  Samples 


Taken  . . . 
Failing 
% Failing 


56 

6 

10.7 


Note  5 out  of  6 samples  which  failed  were  taken  at  the  premises  | 
the  company  whose  licence  was  revoked. 

3,  Samples  taken  from  Schools; 


Number  of  Samples: 


T ale en  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  33 

Failing  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

% Failing  9.09 

Producers ‘ Premises 

Every  effort  was  made  to  visit  all  producers’  premises  twi 
during  the  year  and  from  conditions  found,  generally,  it  is  evide 
that  the  majority  of  dairymen,  who,  after  all,  are  the  key  men  in  tx 
important  industry,  are  thoroughly  conversant  with  the  proper  methc 
of  production.  As  in  all  other  industries,  of  course,  the  work 
some  members  is  not  satisfactory  and  one  has  to  rely,  in  these  cast 
on  frequent  visits  in  an  attempt  to  keep  them  up  to  standard.  Ir 
few  instances,  it  seems  that  dairymen  are  inclined  to  rely  too  nu 
on  the  efficiency  of  the  mechanical  equipment  installed  - electi 
steam  raisers,  chilled  water  coolers,  etc.  — for  obtaining  gc 
results,  forgetting  that,  whilst  these  are  very  necessary  £ 
important  aids  to  the  production  of  a milk  which  satisfies  the  pi 
scribed  standards,  their  installation  does  not  mean  that  they  ( 
afford  to  neglect  the  preliminary  washing,  by  hand,  of  utensils  i 
equipment. 
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Structurally,  the  majority  of  premises  at  which  designated  milk 
roduced  are  satisfactory  but,  at  the  same  time,  it  cannot  be 
id  that,  at  one  or  two  places,  further  improvements  are  necessary 
rder  to  bring  the  premises  up  to  the  standard  which  is  now 
rally  acceptable,  and  every  effort  will  be  made  to  have  these 
5 put  in  hand. 

Every  effort  was  made,  too,  to  induce  the  5 ordinary  producers  to 
the  steps  necessary  to  bring  their  premises  up  to  the  standards 
sribed  for  the  production  of  a designated  milk  and,  whilst  these 
ent  no  difficulties  to  one  farmer  who  assures  me  he  will  be  in  a 
tion  to  apply  for  a T.  T. ' licence  early  in  1955,  the  remainder, 
one  reason  or  another  (e.  g. ) age,  encroachment  on  to  farm  land 
housing  development,  completely  inadequate  water  supply,  etc,, 
not  so  far  been  able  to  make  up  their  minds  as  to  their  future 
::y- 

eurised  Milk: 

Both  creameries  at  which  milk  is  pasteurised  are  equipped  with 
. M.  ’ High- temperature  short-time  plants  and,  whilst  these  are 
Letely  efficient,  they  cannot  be  expected  to  produce  a pasteurised 
which  complies  with  the  prescribed  standards  unless  they  are 
uately  supervised  and  regularly  and  efficiently  cleaned  and 
ilised.  In  my  opinion,  the  unsatisfactory  reports  on  a number  of 
les  taken  at  one  of  the  creameries  were  due,  to  a large  extent, 
ack  of  attention  to  these  matters. 

in  Schools  Scheme: 

Until  31st  October  schools  in  the  county  were  supplied  with 
rculin  Tested  (Pasteurised)  milk  from  one  creamery  only.  There- 
?r,  two  creameries,  one  outwith  the  county,  were  given  the 
ract. 

A complaint  that  a consignment  of  milk  to  one  of  the  bigger 
ols  had  turned  sour  before  it  could  be  consumed  was  investigated 
ediately  and  found  to  be  due  to  a defect  in  the  suppliers 
"igeration  plant.  The  trouble  had  actually  been  located  and  was 
g righted  at  the  time  of  the  visit  and  no  further  complaints  were 
ived.  This  apart,  the  scheme  was  operated  satisfactorily  so  far 
s known. 

and  Dairies  ( Scotland ) Order,  1934 

As  always,  the  attention  of  a number  of  producers  had  to  be 
wn  to  their  responsibilities  under  the  above  Order  with  regard  to 
sealing  of  milk  cans  and  for  a time,  at  least,  they  complied  wit 
provisions.  I think  it  must  be  accepted,  however,  that  for  some 
son  or  another,  this  is  a regulation  which  is  more  often  honour 
die  breach  than  in  the  observance. 


(Special  Desi gnations)  Act,  1949: 


the 


In  anticipation  of  the  Minister  of  Food  exercising 
sn  him  in  terms  of  the  above  Act  and  declaring  the  Border 
scifled  areas'  early  in  1955  (i.  e.  ) areas  in  which  all 
K by  retail  for  human  consumption  shall  be  confined 
ignated;  milk  that  is,  Certified',  Tuberculin 
‘Sterilised’  , steps  were  taken  to 


powers 
Burghs 
sales  of 
to  special 
Tested  , Pasteurised 
w remind  the  only  producer/ 
sailer  likely  to  be  affected  of  his  responsibilities  under  the  Act 
he  has  agreed,  pending  coming  to  a decision  as  to  whethe 
•will  be  expedient  for  him  to  raise  the  standard  of  hi.  . 
raises  to  that  required  for  a T.T,  licence,  to  make  the 
lemative  distributive  arrangements.. 


necessary 
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Food  Hygiene 


Inspection  of  Food  Premises: 

Pending  the  Pood  and  Drugs  Bill  becoming  law  and  the  anticips 
introduction  of  the  Pood  Hygiene  Regulations,  little  more  tha 
watching  brief  was  kept  on  premises  within  the  County  where  food 
manufactured,  prepared,  stored  or  exposed  for  sale  for  hu 
consumption.  Generally,  standards  are  not  as  high  as  they  might 
although,  at  the  same  time,  I think  it  fair  to  record  that  n 
people  engaged  either  directly  in  food  preparation  or  otherwise 
businesses  involving  the  handling  and  storage  of  food  are  fu 
conscious  of  their  great  responsibility  to  the  consuming  public, 
take  all  possible  precautions  to  ensure  that  their  products 
prepared,  stored  and/or  delivered  under  the  best  possible  hygie 
conditions. 

I am  able  to  report,  too,  that  several  mobile  shops,  of  excell 
design  and  fully  equipped  for  the  proper  storage  of  foodstuffs  h 
made  their  appearance,  for  the  first  time,  on  the  roads  of  the  cou 
during  the  past  twelve  months.  At  the  same  time,  of  course,  it  ra 
be  accepted  that  the  not  inconsiderable  cost  of  these  shops  makes 
unlikely  that  the  smaller  trader  with  a limited  retail  round  will 
able  to  bring  them  into  operation  when  the  older  type  delivery 
with  which  he  is  at  present  equipped  becomes  due  for  replacement. 

Slaughterhouses  Act,  1954: 

The  immediate  purpose  of  the  above  Act,  which  received  the  Ro 
Assent  on  5th  July  and  came  into  operation  on  that  day,  was  to  d; 
with  the  situation  as  regards  the  provision  of  slaughtering  facilit 
following  the  de-control  of  meat  and  livestock  marketing  at  midni 
on  Saturday,  3rd  July,  and  in  that  connection  it  placed  on  Lo 
Authorities  the  duty  of  securing  that  adequate  slaughterno’ 
facilities  were  available,  having  regard  to  the  existence 
slaughterhouse  facilities  in  the  area  and  the  areas  of  other  Lo 
Authorities,  gave  them  an  enlarged  power  to  pro-vide  and  oper 
slaughterhouses  themselves  and  enabled  them  to  refuse  or  canc 
subject  to  the  right  of  appeal  to  the  Secretary  of  State,  • 
registration  of  private  slaughterhouses  not  only  on  public  hea 
grounds  but  also  on  the  ground  that  slaughterhouse  accommodation 
otherwise  adequate. 

Prior  to  1939  there  were  13  licensed  slaughterhouses  in 
landward  area  of  the  county  but  none  were  in  use  on  29th  June,  19 
slaughtering  facilities  during  and  after  the  1939-45  war  be 
provided  for  all  butchers  in  the  area  in  slaughterhouses  operated 
the  Burghs  of  Kelso  and  Hawick  in  Roxburghshire  and  in  Galashiels 
the  County  of  Selkirk.  These  facilities,  in  the  main,  were  contin 
after  de-control  and,  in  addition,  applications  were  received  fro 
butchers  to  have  their  private  slaughterhouses  registered  in  terms 
Section  9 of  the  Act.  These  were  dealt  with  as  follows  - 

(i)  Registrations  approved  2 (a) 

(ii)  Registrations  refused  on  the  ground  that  the 
Premises  were  unsuitable  for  use  as 

slaughterhouses...  ...  3 (b)| 

(iii)  Refused  on  the  grounds  that  additional 

slaughtering  facilities  were  not  required  [ 

in  the  area  1 (c)i 
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s (a)  One  slaughterhouse  not  used  for  slaughtering  up  to  end  of 
year 

(b)  Appeals  made  to  the  Secretary  of  State  dismissed 

(c)  Appeal  made  to  the  Secretary  of  State  dismissed  but 

applicant  advised  that  it  was  open  to  him  to  re-apply  to 
the  County  Council  at  some  future  date  if  it  was  felt 
that  such  a step  was  justified  by  the  slaughterhouse 
situation.  In  due  course  the  butcher  re  applied  and  at 
the  end  of  the  year  the  matter  was  still  under  review 

As  a condition  of  registration  the  owners  of  both  slaughter- 
ses  granted  licences  were  requested  to  carry  out  a number  of 
rovements  in  order  to  bring  them  up  to  a reasonable  standard 
xing  in  mind  their  positions  general  structural  conditions  and 
very  small  scale  on  which  they  operate  and  also  the  Government  s 
g-term  policy  on  slaughterhouses  a policy  of  moderate  concen 
tion  aimed  at  reducing  further  the  number  of  slaughterhouses  so 
to  ensure  the  provision  of  efficient  services  in  establishments 
ger  than  the  majority  now  in  use 

It  has  to  be  admitted  however  that  at  neither  place  are 
riitions  entirely  satisfactory  and  I am  of  opinion  that  the  Central 
hority  must  necessarily  accept  some  responsibility  for  the 
sent  state  of  affairs  in  so  far  as  they  had  formulated  no  clear-cut 
icy  at  the  time  meat  was  de-controlled  and  it  was  left  to  Local 
ihorities  to  make  the  best  possible  arrangements  under  the 
cumstances. 

t Inspection 

The  County  Council  is  the  authority  responsible  for  ensuring 
t adequate  meat  inspection  facilities  are  provided  both  in  the 
ghs  and  within  the  landward  area  and  the  duties  of  Detention 
cer  at  Kelso  and  St-  Boswells  slaughterhouses  are  undertaken  by  an 
litional  Sanitary  Inspector  who  was  appointed  mainly  for  this 
pose  but  who  in  addition  carries  out  normal  sanitary  duties  when 
« allows.  The  duties  of  Detention  Officer  at  Hawick  are  carried  out 
t efficiently  by  the  Slaughterhouse  Superintendent  who  is  employed 
Hawick  Town  Council  to  whom,  in  return  for  his  services,  the 
nty  Council  make  an  annual  contribution. 

The  service,  generally  has  operated  satisfactorily  and  I 
ieve  with  minimum  inconvenience  to  the  butchers  and  if  the 
ited  quantity  of  meat  condemned  at  the  single  slaughterhouse 
uated  in  the  landward  area  which  was  in  operation  during  the 
■'iod  5th  July  to  31st  December  1954  is  any  indication  ( see 
tement  appended) , there  is  no  doubt  that  since  rationing  ceased, 
quality  of  the  meat  has  improved- 


1 lass  of 
*An  i m a 1 s 

Number  of  Animals 

Weight  l in  lbs) 
o f condemn  ed 
Meat  and  Offal  s 

Slaughtered 

Condemned 
Who  1 1 y 

Condemned 

Partially 

■ — 

•at  tie 

45 

5 

130 

■i^heep 

101 

- 

3 

12 

figs 

- 

- 

- 

Calves 

- 

- 
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Transport  of  Meat: 

There  is  no  clause  in  the  Act  governing  the  transport 
carcasses,  etc.  from  places  of  slaughter  to  retail  premises 
serious  omission  which  should  be  remedied  without  delay. 

Slaughter  of  Animals  (Scotland)  Acts,  1928  54 

One  application  for  a slaughterman  s licence  in  terms  of 
above  Acts  was  approved  during  the  year. 


Miscellaneous 

Public  Health  (Scotland)  Act,  1897  Section  43 


With. the  consent  of  the 

owners, 

the 

undernoted . food 

and  disposed  of  as  being  unfit 

for  the 

food 

of  mam- 

Tinned  Fruit  ... 

a « « 

• • • 

...  51^  lbs. 

Ox  Tongue 

, , , 

• • • 

...  18  *’ 

Jellied  Veal  . . . 

« s « 

( • • 

...  6 

Pork  Luncheon  Meat  . . . 

• • • 

...  934 

Corned  Beef  . . „ 

, ( , 

• « • 

...  12  ” 

Tomato  Soup  ... 

Food  and  Drugs  (Adulteration) 

Act,  1928: 

...  2 ” 

Articles  Sampled 

No, 

of  S amp  1 e s 

No  of  Non-Genuine 

Si 

Formal 

In  f o rm  al 

Total 

Formal 

Informal 

Sweet  Milk 

3 

102 

105 

Nil 

9 (a) 

Ice  Cream 

Nil 

21 

21 

Nil 

2 (a) 

Sausages 

3 

37 

40 

Nil 

Nil 

Mince 

4 

20 

24 

Nil 

1 (a) 

Minced  Meat 

Nil 

1 

1 

Nil 

Nil 

Stewed  Steak 

Nil 

1 

1 

Nil 

Nil 

Condensed  Full- 
Cream  Milk 

(Unsweetened) 

Nil 

2 

2 

Nil 

Nil 

Condensed  Full- 

Cream  Milk 

(Sweetened) 

Nil 

3 

3 

Nil 

Nil 

Margarine 

Nil 

1 

1 

Nil 

Nil 

Powdered  Full- 

Cream  Milk 

Nil 

1 

1 

Nil 

Nil 

Meat  Pie 

Nil 

4 

4 

Nil 

Nil 

Meat  Cake 

Nil 

2 

2 

Nil 

Nil 

Fish  Cake 

Nil 

1 

1 

Nil 

Nil 

Meal  Pudding 

Nil 

1 

1 

Nil 

Nil 

Black  Pudding 

Nil 

1 

1 

Nil 

Nil 

Potted  Meat 

Nil 

1 

1 

Nil 

Nil 

Suet 

Nil 

1 

1 

Nil 

Nil 

Cooking  Fat 

Nil 

1 

1 

Nil 

Nil 

Dripping 

Nil 

1 

1 

Nil 

Nil 

Barley 

Nil 

1 

1 

Nil 

Nil 

Apple  Jelly 

Nil 

1 

1 

Nil 

Nil 

Plum  Pudding 

Nil 

1 

1 

Nil 

Nil 

Mixed  Peel 

Nil 

1 

1 

Nil 

Nil 

Ground  Almonds 

Nil 

1 

1 

Nil 

Nil 

Sardines 

Nil 

1 

1 

Nil 

Nil 

Castor  Oil 

Nil 

1 

1 

Nil 

Nil 

Baking  Soda 

Nil 

1 

1 

Nil 

Nil 

Syrup  of  Figs 

Nil 

1 

1 

Nil 

Nil 

Whisky 

12 

12 

24 

1(b) 

Nil 

22 

223 

245 

1 

12 

63 


s:  (a)  Without  exception  the  follow-up  samples  taken  proved  to 
be  genuine  and  no  further  action  therefore,  was 
necessary 

(b)  In  this  instance  the  licensee  appeared  at  Jedburgh  Sheriff 
Court  tendered  a plea  of  Guilty  and  was  fined  £5  with 
expenses 


jc  Health  (Preservatives  etc,  in  Food)  Regulations  (Scotland) 
53 

Of  the  64  samples  of  sausages  and  mince  taken  during  the  year 
informal  sample  of  mince  failed  to  comply  with  the  above 
lations  in  that  it  was  found  to  contain  an  excessive  amount  of 
ervative  (SO,).  The  formal  sample  taken  subsequently  however, 
genuine. 

Defence  (Sale  of  Food)  Regulations,  1943 
e Labelling  of  Food  Orders 

Whilst  engaged  in  food  sampling  the  opportunity  was  invariably 
sn  to  examine  the  labels  on  tins,  packets,  etc.  ; of  food  for 
raventions  of  the  above  Orders  but  none  were  detected. 


ilisers  and  Feeding  Stuffs  Act  1926 

No  samples  were  taken  in  terms  of  the  above  Act  during  the  year 

Ice  Cream 


Cream  ( Scot  land ) Regulations  194R 

Action  taken  in  the  course  of  the  year  in  regard  to  the 
i-Stration,  etc.  of  premises  and  vehicles  in  terms  of  Part  11  01 
above  Regulations  is  summarised  in  the  following  statement 


Premises  Vehicles 

i)  Number  of  Registrations  in  force 

at  end  of  1953  21  (a)  (b)  7 

.ii)  Number  of  Registrations  granted 

during  1954  ~ 1 

iii)  Number  of  Registrations  cancelled 
during  1954  

iiv)  Total  Number  of  Registrations  in 

force  at  end  of  1954  ...  ...  21  (a)  (b) 


(a)  Of  the  21  nremises  registered,  6 are  for  manufacture, 
storage  and  sale  whilst  the  remaining  14  are  for  storage 

and  sale  only.  . r 

(D)  Includes  2 certificates  which  apply  to  one  set  of  premises. 


'mi  ses : 

Structural ly,  the  standard  of  the  premises  in  which  cream  is 
ufactured  remained  as  it  was  when  they  were  first  re6f1  ■ ^ ’ 

the  whole,  is  reasonably  good  In  the  course  of  routi  . 0V 
'ever,  it  was  found  necessary  to  draw  the  attention  o . ges 

>ders  not  only  to  the  poor  state  of  cleanliness  of  their  p • 

: also  to  the  rather  ‘slip-shod  methods  adopted  by  t . ^ 

»ufacturing  and  handling  the  ice  cream.  Follow-un  1/1  ■ 
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in  the  majority  of  cases,  that  the  warnings  had  not  gone  unheeded, 
the  same  time,  there  is  considerable  room  for  improvement  and  it 
to  be  hoped  that  as  a result  of  closer  supervision,  when  particu 
attention  will  be  paid  to  the  methods  used  in  manufacture  as  well 
to  ensuring  that  the  provisions  of  Part  IV  of  the  Regulations 
regard  to  heat  treatment,  etc.  are  strictly  complied  with,  and 
more  frequent  sampling.  I will  be  able  to  report  an  all  ro 
improvement  in  standards  in  my  1955  report. 

Conditions  at  the  premises  registered  for  storage  and  sale  o 
were  satisfactory. 

Vehicles 

The  9 registered  vehicles  are  all  of  a good  standard  a 
generally,  were  maintained  in  a clean  and  tidy  condition. 

Standard  and  Sampling 

The  Pood  Standards  (Ice  Cream)  Order,  1953,  which  came  ij 
operation  on  1st  June  of  that  year,  lays  down  inter  alia  that  I 
cream  other  than  ”Parev:  Kosher  shall  contain  not  less  than  5%  fl 
10%  sugar  and  7'/2%  milk  solids  other  than  fat,  and  of  the  21  samp: 
taken  during  the  year  and  submitted  for  chemical  analyses,  onl: 
failed  to  comply  with  this  standard.  In  both  cases  letters  of  wan 
were  sent  to  the  manufacturers  whose  products,  when  follow-: 
samples  were  taken,  proved  to  be  genuine. 

Of  11  samples  taken  and  submitted  for  bacteriological  examin 
ion,  7 were  satisfactory  and  4 unsatisfactory. 

In  this  connection,  I am  of  opinion  that  greater  emphasis  cti 
be  placed  on  the  unsatisfactory  results  obtained  from  these  samp 
if  legal,  rather  than  the  present  arbitrary  bacteriological  standaj, 
were  to  be  prescribed. 

Housing. 

Housing  (Repairs  and  Rents)( Scotland)  Ac t,  1954. 

The  Housing  (Repairs  and  Rents)  (Scotland)  Act,  1954  was  pasj 
on  30th  July  and  came  into  operation  one  month  later.  Parts  I an(| 
of  the  Act  respectively  place  upon  Local  Authorities  certain  do' 
and  duties  in  connection  with  clearance  and  re-development,  the; 
conditioning  of  unfit  houses  and  the  increase  of  rents  of  control 
houses,  and  whilst  so  far  the  apparent  reticence  on  the  part 
landlords  in  this  area,  at  least,  to  implement  the  terms  of  Par 
is  no  doubt  due  to  the  comparatively  short  time  which  has  elai 
since  the  Act  came  into  force,  one  wonders,.  bearing  in  mind 
somewhat  complicated  nature  of  the  conditions  imposed,  whether  ti 
is  any  real  advantage  to  be  gained  by  their  claiming  the  repi 
increase’  . 

Under  Section  I of  the  Act,  Local  Authorities  have  a dut’ 
submit  to  the  Secretary  of  State  by  30th  August,  1955,  tf 
proposals  for  dealing  with  houses  in  their  district  which 
consider  unfit  for  human  habitation  or  which,  in  their  opinion,  o 
to  be  included  in  a clearance  area  and,  in  this  connection,  it 
decided  that  a physical  survey  would  most  accurately  yield 
required  information.  This  survey  was  accordingly  started  in, 0c^' 
and  by  the  end  of  the  year-about  40%  of  all  houses  in  the  land 
area  had  been  visited-  It  is  my  intention  to  give  a fairly  comi| 
hensive  account  of  the  survey  in  next  year  s report  and,  in, 
meantime,  therefore,  think  it  will  suffice  to  say  that  it  is  uni 
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the  percentage  of  wholly  unfit  houses  will  exceed  4%,  and  that 
ncidence  of  serious  overcrowding  in  houses  which  are  unfit  but 
can  be  improved  either  by  the  landlords  themselves  or  by  the 
Authority,  after  purchase,  will  be  extremely  low-  It  is  also 
rent  that  a goodly  proportion  of  the  three  and  four  apartment 
a erected  by  the  County  Council  since  1919  are  underoccupied, 

ztg  (Scotland)  Act,  1950  - Part  II: 

The  following  action  was  taken  in  terms  of  Section  9(1)  and  (2) 
e above  Act:  - 


a)  Notices  served  ...  ...  - - - 7 

b)  ‘Undertakings  Not  to  Re-let’  accepted  5 


ng  (Scotland)  Act,  1950  - Part  VII: 
irovement  Grants: 

No.  of  No.  of  Houses  Approved  Amount 

locations  involved  Cost  of  Grant 

42  82  £59,759  15  1 £24,841  8 5 

In  connection  with  the  above  applications, involving,  as  they  do, 
expenditure  of  a not  inconsiderable  amount  of  public  money,  a 
great  deal  of  time  was  necessarily  devoted  to  discussions  on  the 
aus  sites  with  the  architects  and/or  their  clients,  to  the 
ination  of  plans  and  to  the  scrutiny  of  priced  schedules  of 
cities,  and,  as  I have  already  stated  in  a previous  report,  the 
. tects  and  Contractors  concerned  are  to  be  congratulated  on  their 
Lngness  to  co-operate  with  members  of  this  Department  in  their 
opts  to  ensure  that,  on  the  completion  of  an  improvement  scheme, 
subject  or  subjects  provide  a standard  of  habitability  compatible 
that  provided  in  the  County  Council’ s own  houses. 


Eng  (Scotland)  Act,  1952,  Section  3: 

During  the  year  five  4-apartment  houses  and  one  5-apartment  house 
provided  for  the  agricultural  population  with  the  aid  of  grants 
the  Local  Authority. 


t ling  Byelaws : 

Early  in  the  year  the  County  Council  resolved  to  adopt, 
out  amendments,  the  Department  of  Health’s  Model  Building  Byelaw 
in  this  connection,  70  applications  were  approved. 

These  Byelaws  have  been  adopted  by  the  majority  of  Councils 
.lughout  the  country  so  that  a degree  of  uniformity  is  °Dtain 
h must  inevitably  be  of  considerable  benefit  to  Architec  , 
ractors  and  others  having  to  deal  with  a number  or  diner 
orities. 


At  the  same  time,  however,  in  this  area  at  least,  som®  * - 

cul ty  has  been  experienced  in  explaining  to  applicant 
'ovement  grants  that,  in  order  to  qualify  for  grant,  th  y 
'ide  a slightly  higher  standard  of  habitability  in  the  . . j. 
'erned  than  could  be  insisted  upon  if  the  works  were  und®rt< ^ 
irely  at  their  own  expense.  For  instance,  no  provision  is 
:Byelaws  for  the  installation  of  a wash-hand  basin  nor,  s , ' 
"ve  been  able  to  interpret  them,  for  a domestic  hot  water  y 
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and  without  these  additional  facilities  it  has  not  been  the  polic 
this  Local  Authority  to  approve  schemes  for  grant  purposes. 

Local  Authority  Houses: 

I am  indebted  to  the  County  Architect  for  the  folloi 
information:  - 

See  next  page. 

Private  Enterprise  Houses: 

Approval  was  granted  during  the  year  for  the  erection  of 
undernoted  privately  owned  houses:  - 


No.  of  apartments 


No  of  Houses 


4 

5 


4 

2 


Drain  Tests: 

Some  64  lengths  of  drains  were  examined  during  the  year  and 
successfully  withstood  the  tests  applied  to  them. 

Certificates  of  Fitness  for  Occupation : 

The  Building  Byelaws  state  that  no  person  shall  occupy  a J 
building  intended  for  human  habitation  until  the  officer  of  the  Li 
Authority  deputed  for  the  purpose  has  certified  the  building  to  bi 
conformity  with  the  Byelaws  and  the  building  to  be  ready; 
occupation,  and  this  involved  the  inspection  of  8 houses  and 
subsequent  issue  of  the  relative  certificates  of  occupation. 


Houses  completed  during  the  year  1954  Houses  under  construction  at  31st  Dec.  , 1954 
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BURGH  OF  HAWICK 

Mr.  Bee,  Burgh  Surveyor  and  Sanitary  Inspector,  reports  - . 

Water  Supply. 

1954  proved  to  be  an  exceptionally  wet  year  and  there  was 
shortage  of  water.  An  overflow  was  recorded  at  Acreknowe  Reserv 
throughout  the  year. 

Increase  of  rainfall  was  recorded  both  at  Dodburn  Filters 
Wilton  Lodge  Park.  The  rainfall  recorded  at  Dodburn  was  58. 
inches  which  was  17.45  inches  more  than  in  1953,  while  45.31  inc 
were  recorded  at  Wilton  Park,  an  increase  of  17.  22  inches,  and  12 
inches  above  the  average  yearly  rainfall  for  the  years  1930-19 
Readings  were  also  taken  at  the  Sewage  Works,  and  the  raiof 
recorded  there  was  37.99  inches,  being  an  increase  of  15.20  inc 
over  the  previous  year. 

The  total  amount  of  water  consumed  in  the  distribution  area 
444,482,000  gallons,  representing  a consumption  of  71.6  gallons 
head  per  day,  which  is  an  increase  on  the  1953  figure  of  69  gall 
per  head  per  day. 

Since  the  introduction  of  the  Water  (Scotland!  Act,  1945, j 
number  of  meters  installed  in  industrial  premises  has  gre& 
increased,  and  the  number  of  meters  in  such  premises  is  now  216. 
is  an  increase  of  twenty  meters  over  last  year’s  figure.  The  c 
sumption  of  water  registered  by  meter  in  non— domestic  premises 
1 13,069,000  gallons,  which  was  an  increase  of  17,192,000  gallon: 
the’ 1953  figure. 

Nearly  all  industrial  premises  consuming  water  have  now  lj 
metered,  and  the  installation  of  meters  in  remaining  premises  will 
carried  out  in  the  near  future. 

An  additional  pressure  reducing  valve  was  installed  in; 
Burgh  distribution  system  at  the  junction  of  Trinity  Street 
Weensland  Road,  and  this  has  had  the  effect  of  improving  the  cir; 
ation  in  the  Trinity  district,  while  maintaining  the  pressun 
150’  head. 

In  recent  years,  as  a check  against  wastage  of  water,  dist 
meters  have  been  installed.  The  readings  obtained  have  been  info 
tive,  and  an  interesting  point  is  that  in  the  post-war  housing 
at  Burnfoot  there  is  no  night  consumption  or  wastage  of  water- 
compared  with  some  of  the  industrial  areas,  where  a comparati, 
considerable  consumption  takes  place. 

A further  84  new  houses  occupied  at  Burnfoot  were  satisfacto 
supplied  with  water,  and  no  complaints  of  pressure  or  supply 
experienced  during  the  year.  130  yards  of  new  mains  were  laid  in 
area,  to  serve  new  houses  under  construction. 

t 

The  undernoted  routine  renairs  and  maintenance  works 
carried  out  to  mains  and  service  pipes  within  the  Burgh: - 

Street  Connections  renewed  ...  ...  ...  . * * * 

Street  Connections  rewashered  ...  ...  1 

New  Street  Connections  ...  

Burst  Service  Pipes  repaired  

Service  Pipes  renewed 

Meters  fixed  and  altered 
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srs  removed  

.ce  Valves  installed  . ...  ... 

.ce  Valves  repaired  ...  ...  

-ants  removed  ...  ... 

rants  converted  to  B.  S.  2. . . 

rants  installed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

st  Mains  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

vn  Joints  on  Main  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

trict  Meters  installed  ...  

ssure  Reducing  Valves  installed  

Ltional  New  Mains  laid.  (Burnhead)  

" “ “ “ (Trinity  Old  School) 

vice  Pipes  to  Weir  Housing  


4 

9 

10 

41 

». . 41 

2 

2 

...  7 

1 

1 

.. . 130  yds. 

...'  36  yds. 

12 


The  work  in  removing,  converting  and  installation  of  new 
ants  was  undertaken  on  behalf  of  and  at  the  expense  of  the  South 
em  Fire  Brigade.  A policy  of  the  Brigade  is  now  to  discontinue 
use  of  ball  hydrants  throughout  the  Burgh,  and  to  have  these 
aced  with  valve  hydrants.  As  some  600  hydrants  throughout  the 
are  involved,  this  work  is,  of  necessity,  being  spread  over  a 
er  of  years,  as  labour  is  available. 

Numerous  defects  to  fittings,  causing  wastage  of  water,  were 
died  on  intimation  being  made  to  the  proprietors  concerned,  and 
ddition,  formal  notices,  detailed  as  under,  were  served  during 
course  of  the  year. 

Number  of  Notices  ...  44 


Defects  - W.  C.  Cisterns 41 

Taps  5 

Piping 9 

Thirty— five  samples  of  the  Burgh  water  supply  were  taken  during 
year,  ten  being  for  chemical  analysis,  and  twenty-five  for 
.eriological  examination.  All  of  the  chemical  samples  were  of 
s factory  chemical  purity,  while  three  of  the  bacteriological 
les  were  below  standard. 

During  the  months  of  September  and  October  there  was  a recurr- 
* of  the  taste  and  smell  experienced  the  previous  year  from  tne 
»r  supply  from  Acreknowe  Reservoir.  In  the  past  two  years  tne 
-ing  of  weeds  in  the  reservoir  has  been  rather  excessive,  ana  n 
-hought  that  deposits  of  dead  vegetable  matter  have  produced  tne 
'e  effect.  In  order  to  test  this  assumption,  no  cutting  or  weeds 
be  carried  out  during  this  year,  and  it  is  anticipated  tnat  t 
ue  should  not  recur. 


Cleansing  and  Scavenging. 


Controlled  tipping 
-,  and  approximately  6, 
ng  the  year. 


continued  to  be  carried  out  at  Mansfield 
100  tons  of  household  refuse  was  deposited 


With  the  aid  of  mechanical  plant,  this  tip  continue 
rated  without  nuisance,  and  when  tipping  is  completed, 
oe  will  be  available  for  the  formation  of  further 
wy  Football  Club. 


to  be 
ideal 

terracing  by  the 


and 


The  market  for  the  sale  of  waste  paper  continued  to  improve 
re  was  a ready  sale  for  mixed  waste  paper  and  cardboard,  - 
Slowing  table  shows  the  amount  of  salvage  sold.  Tni 
Tease  of  91  tons  in  weight  and  f7D3  in  value  from  last  year. 


an 
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a 

£ 

S. 

( 

Mixed  Waste  . . . 

* o o 

» • # 

• « « 

61 

11 

0 

405 

8 

* 

Cardboard 

. . . 

• • • 

• • Q 

51 

9 

2 

409 

17 

t 

Scrap  Metal  . . . 

. . . 

. . . 

. . . 

22 

3 

0 

183 

12 

( 

Bottles 

- U V 

• • • 

13 

6 

0 

26 

12 

( 

Books  ...  ... 

. . . 

. . . 

• M - 

10 

3 

2 

76 

5 

Newsprint 

t « « 

« . - 

• » • 

6 

9 

0 

41 

18 

» 

165 

2 

0 

1.  143 

14 

Nui sances 

No  official  intimations  of  nuisances  were  served  under  Section 
of  the  Public  Health  (Scotland)  Act,  1897.  Potential  nuisam 
consisting  mostly  of  choked  drains  were  remedied  on  approach  be 
made  to  the  proprietors  concerned. 


Offensive  Trades. 

No  changes  occurred  in  the  three  skinners’  and  hidefacto 
premises  in  the  Burgh,  and  these  trades,  including  the  gut  and  tr 
cleaning  at  the  Slaughterhouse,  were  carried  out  without  complaint 


Public  Slaughterhouse. 

With  the  end  of  meat  rationing  in  July,  the  control  of 
slaughterhouse  reverted  to  the  local  authority.  The  effect  of  t 
change  could  not,  at  that  time,  be  accurately  forecast,  but  it  is 
apparent  that  slaughtering  has  in  fact  increased.  On  the  other  ns 
the  market  weight  of  condemnations  considerably  decreased,  which 
probably  be  accounted  for  by  a better  quality  of  animal  being  boi 
in  the  open  market. 

A new  tripery  was  completed  during  the  year,  and  this  is 
separated  completely  from  the  existing  pig  killing  booth.  With  ot 
small  alterations  and  redecoration,  the  slaughterhouse  continues 
be  kept  in  good  condition. 

A small  part  of  the  slaughterhouse  was  let  to  a local  it 
marketing  company  for  the  installation  of  a refrigerating  plant. 

Previous  to  de-control,  all  imported  and  frozen  meat 
distributed  from  a central  cold  storage  plant  operated  by 
Ministry  of  Pood.  This  new  plant  at  the  Slaughterhouse  should  P| 
beneficial  during  the  summer  months,  and  at  periods  when  fresh  klJ 
meat  is  not  readily  available. 

Undernoted  is  a list  of  Killings  and  Meat  dealt  with  during! 


year. 
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Cat  tie 

Sheep 

Pigs 

Calves 

Total 

uary  . . . 

120 

683 

121 

u 

915 

: ruary  . . . 

139 

530 

145 

22 

836 

■ch 

177 

633 

230 

34 

1,074 

■il 

184 

464 

168 

34 

850 

213 

226 

193 

23 

655 

ie  ... 

90 

1,064 

179 

10 

1,  343 

y 

203 

544 

128 

4 

879 

rust 

232 

889 

147 

14 

1,  282 

'tember. . . 

198 

952 

91 

22 

1,  263 

rober  . . . 

284 

978 

144 

59 

1,  465 

'■ember  . . . 

240 

1,  115 

110 

143 

1,  608 

tember  . . . 

190 

482 

131 

56 

859 

;al 

2,  270 

8,  540 

1,787 

432 

13, 029 

Tripes  Cleaned . ..  ...  ...  ...  1,511 

sep  Paunches  Cleaned  ...  4,028 

if  carcases  sent  to  cold  store  (affected  with 

lysticercus  Bovis)  11 


Carcases 
whol  1 y 
Condemned 

Carcase  s 
partially 
Condemned 

Total 

Offal 

Condemned 

No. 

Weight 

No. 

Weight 

Weight 

btl  e ... 

eep  

gs  

1 ves 

22 

104 

6 

4 

8,  938  lbs. 
3,920  “ 

955  “ 

182  “ 

15 

25 

15 

1,081  lbs. 
452  “ 

256  “ 

11,  290  lbs. 
2,063  “ 

362  “ 

41  “ 

t/&l  OKI*  • • * 

136 

13,995  lbs. 

55 

1,789  lbs. 

13,  756  lbs. 

Inspection  of  Food. 

Fifty-five  visits  were  made  to  shop  premises  on  behalf  of 
argil  County  Council,  Public  Health  Department,  during  the  year, 
849  tins  of  unsound  food,  amounting  to  7 cwts.  3 qrs,  20  lbs. 
condemned  as  being  unfit  for  human  consumption. 

The  following  table  shows  the  quantities  condemned  in  previous 

s. 
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Houses  let  in  Lodgings 


The  one  house  let  in  lodgings  within  the  Burgh  was  kept  ir 
clean  and  tidy  condition,  and  no  complaints  arose  from  this  soui 
during  the  year.  Accommodation  is  available  for  eighteen  lodges 
but  this  is  seldom  fully  utilised. 

Burial  Grounds. 

The  Burial  Grounds  continue  to  be  well  looked  after,  and 
difficulties  were  experienced  during  the  year. 

The  number  of  interments  carried  out  during  1954  was 
follows:  - 


WELLOGATE  CEMETERY 


WILTON  CEMETERY 


Burghal 

90 

Parochial  

25 

Heritors... 

1 

Wilson  Presentation  ... 

...  _38 

Burghal  ...  ...  ... 

71 

Parochial  

13 

Landward. .«  ...  ... 

7 

1 


ST.  CUTHBERT’  S CHURCHYARD 


Factories  and  Workshops. 


The  general  high  standard  of  the  factories  was  maintai 
throughout  the  year.  Several  major  extensions  of  hosiery  factor 
were  carried  out,  thus  improving  the  general  working  conditions 
these  factories. 

During  the  year,  ninety-nine  inspections  were  made,  during  wt 
four  defects  were  noted,  and  intimation  made  to  the  proprietors, 
defects  were  remedied  by  the  end  of  the  year,  two  still  being  o 
standing. 

The  returns  made  under  Sections  110  and  111  of  the  Factor 
Act,  1937,  showed  the  number  of  outworkers  to  be  135. 

Drainage  System  and  Sewage  Disposal 

The  usual  maintenance  work  in  dragging  sewers  was  carried 
during  the  year.  Although  the  annual  rainfall  was  well  above  aver 
no  flooding  took  place,  and  surface  water  drainage  was  found  tc 
sufficient. 

After  consultations  with  the  Department  of  Health,  the  1 
Council  decided  to  carry  out  the  first  stage  of  further  alteration 
the  Sewage  Works,  which  includes  the  complete  reconstruction  oL 
of  the  six  aeration  tanks,  and  the  fitting  up  of  the  tank  al 
reconstruction,  with  Kessener  Brush  Aerators.  These  alterations  ' 
well  forward  at  the  end  of  the  year,  and  it  is  anticipated  that 
reconstructed  tank  with  the  new  aeration  process  should  bf 
operation  by  the  end  of  April. 


Housing. 

There  was  a considerable  drop  in  the  number  of  houses  occu 
during  the  year,  only  eighty-seven  being  completed  as  against  207: 
Previous  year. 


73- 

The  details  of  the  eighty-seven  houses  occupied  are  as  follows:  - 


pt.  houses  from  Town  Council  2nd  Development 
pt-  houses  from  Town  Council  2nd  Development  , .. 
pt.  houses  from  Town  Council  North  West  Section 
pt.  houses  from  Town  Council  North  West  Section 

pt.  Non-Traditional  Weir  Houses  (Burnfoot) 
pt.  Non-Traditional  Weir  Houses  (Burnfoot)  ... 

pt.  Traditional  Houses  from  Scottish  Special 

Housing  Association 

pt.  Traditional  Houses  from  Scottish  Special 

Housing  Association  ...  ...  ...  ... 

pt.  Houses  at  19  Gladstone  Street.. 


14 

9 

4 

_6  33 

1 

25  26 


13 

12  25 

_3_ 
87 


The  figure  of  eighty-seven  houses  compares  reasonably  with  the 
i.ge  number  of  houses  completed  annually  since  1946,  details  of 
are  as  follows:-  , 


T empo r ary 

Per  man  en  t 
Traditional 

P ermanent 
Non-Traditional 

Total 

1 

70 

70 

89 

30 

— 

119 

; 

8 

29 

30  (Cruden) 

67 

» 

_ 

32 

22  (Whitson- 

36  (S.  S.H.  A.  ) 

Fai  rhurst) 

90 

• 

_ 

31 

18  (Whitson- 

26  (S.  S.H.  A.  ) 

Fai rhurst) 

75 

_ 

51 

10  (Whitson- 

34  (S.  S.H.  A.  ) 

Fai  rhurst) 

3 (21  Loan) 

60  Weir 

168 

> 

— 

44 

14  Weir 

4 (S.  S.H.  A.  ) 

3 (Commercial  Road) 

65 

— 

66 

52  Weirs 

9 (Bright  Street 

80  (Dunedin 

Gladstone  Street) 

S.S.H.A.) 

207 

t 

— 

33 

26  Weirs 

25  (S.  S.  H.  A.  ) 

3 (Gladstone  Street) 

87 

al 

167 

469 

312 

948 

The  total  number  of  houses  built  for  the  Town  Council  since  1.  2 
ow  1,755,  which  is  roughly  one-third  of  the  number  of  houses  in 
Burgh. 

At  the  start  of  the  year  71  houses  were  under  construction  and 
ne  end  of  the  year  only  6 of  these  houses  were  awaiting 
During  the  year,  a further  121  houses  were  started,  of  wnicn  u. 
occupied,  leaving  a total  of  105  houses  under  construction 

December, 


74. 


All  the  available  building  sites  at  the  Burnfoot  Housing  Sch< 
had  been  utilised  by  the  end  of  the  year,  but  with  this  in  view,  s 
preparation  work  was  commenced  in  the  North  East  Section,  where 
Town  Council  recently  acquired  a further  12  acres  of  ground.  It 
anticipated  that  contracts  will  be  let  during  the  coming  year  for 
erection  of  a further  56  houses  in  this  extension,  36  of  which  w 
probably  be  Weir  Non-Traditional  type  houses.  As  the  erection  t 
for  this  type  of  house  is  considerably  less  than  for  traditio 
houses,  and  is  usually  well  within  12  months,  it  can  be  expected  tj 
a number  of  these  houses  will  be  occupied  in  1955. 


1179  inspections  of  house  property  in  the  Burgh  were  made  dui 
the  year,  and  special  reports  on  122  of  these  houses  were  submit 
for  consideration  by  the  Housing  Committee. 

For  the  second  year  in  succession  the  number  of  families  on 
housing  waiting  list  increased.  The  total  is  now  487,  an  increase 
51  over  last  year  s figure.  This  is  partly  due  to  the  fact  that  0 
87  houses  were  completed,  while  a further  113  housing  applicatl 
were  received.. 

The  undemoted  table  shows  the  present  position,  of  the  numbei 
families  who  have  made  application  for  a Town  Council  house.  As  I 
be  seen,  by  far  the  largest  category  is  that  of  families  who  have 
present  no  home  of  their  own*  It  should  be  noted,  however,  that  1 
category  includes  65  families  who  have  local  connections,  but  wticfl 
at  present  living  outwith  the  Burgh. 

Families  living  in  property  subject  to  Demolition  or 

Closing  Orders  ...  ...  ...  * 1 


Families  living  in  unfit,  sub-standard  or  excessively 
overcrowded  houses  ...  


Families  with  no  house  of  their  own:  - 

Families  of  2 persons.. 

Families  of  3 or  more  persons 


102 

166 

Total 


The  undernoted  table  shows  the  total  number  of  families 
housed  during  the  year,  resulting  from  the  letting  of  87  newiLi 
Authority  houses,  the  re-letting  of  Local  Authority  houses  wh lcnl 
vacated,  and  by  the  voluntary  decanting  of  tenants  in  the  . 
Council'  s various  Housing  Schemes  - 

No.  of  families  decanted  from  Town  Council  houses 

to  larger  houses,  mainly  due  to  overcrowding s 

No.  of  families  re-housed  from  properties  subject 

to  Closing  or  Demolition  Orders  and  houses  closed  

No,  of  families  housed  who  had  no  home  of  their  own  

No.  of  families  re-housed  from  sub-standard  and/or 

overcrowded  houses  ...  ...  ...  ...  

Total 

The  Housing  (Repairs  and  Rents)  Act.  1954,  became  law  in  Aug 
but  so  far  there  have  been  no  applications  from  tenants  in  prop 
affected  by  this  Act  for  Certificates  of  Disrepair. 
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rh  is  Act  also  requires  each  Local  Authority  to  submit  proposals 
e Secretary  of  State,  before  30th  August,  1955,  regarding 
us  aspects  of  housing  in  the  Burgh,  and  in  order  to  obtain  an 
ate  and  up-to-date  picture  of  the  position  in  Hawick,  a house- 
use  survey  was  commenced.  This  survey  will  be  completed  during 


4o  cases  of  bug  infestation  were  reported,  nor  were  any  found  in 
ourse  of  the  numerous  inspections  of  Town  Council  and  privately 
property.  This  is  the  first  time  for  many  years  that  there  has 
no  such  infestation  reported,  and  it  would  appear  that  the 
dus  action  taken  in  past  years  to  eradicate  these  vermin  is  now 
g effect. 

Fourteen  improvement  grants  under  the  Housing  (Scotland)  Act, 
were  made  in  connection  with  house  property  during  the  year, 
amber  of  fully  fit  houses  resulting  from  these  grants  was  twenty, 
he  total  cost  involved  was  £8,584,  of  which  £2,811.  10,  Od  was 
in  grant. 

El  even  major  warrants,  and  twenty  minor  warrants  were  granted  by 
>ean  of  Guild  Court  during  the  year  for  the  erection  and 
vement  of  houses.  These  warrants  included  the  construction  of 
ew  houses  for  private  occupation,  and  at  the  end  of  the  year 
of  these  houses  were  started.  In  addition,  four  houses  being 
by  the  Police  Board  at  Burnfoot  were  still  under  construction 
e end  of  the  year. 

Pet  Animals  Act,  1951 

No  new  certificates  were  granted  during  the  year,  and  the  number 
gistered  premises  remained  at  four.  No  complaints  were  received 
ding  the  conduct  of  these  registered  premises. 

Public  Conveniences 

Until  the  past  year  no  major  improvements  to  the  public 
sniences  had  taken  place  since  the  completion  of  the  one  erected 
ie  Common  Haugh  in  1951. 

During  the  year,  however,  the  conveniences  adjacent  to  the 
im  at  Wilton  Lodge  Park  were  reconstructed,  and  improvements  were 
carried  out  at  the  Towerdykeside  convenience.  In  addition,  plans 
approved  for  the  erection  of  new  Toilets  in  the  Under  Common 
t,  which  should  considerably  improve  the  facilities  in  the  centre 
□e  town.  Some  of  the  older  conveniences  have  now  reached  the 
« when  complete  refitment  is  necessary,  and  it  is  the  Town 
sil!  s intention  to  undertake  work  in  this  connection  each  year. 

BURGH  OF  KELSO 

Mr,  Neil,  Burgh  Surveyor  and  Sanitary  Inspector,  reports  - 

Water  Supply 

As  reported  last  year,  the  carrying  capacity  of  the  trunk  main 
Heatherhope  to  the  Storage  Tanks  at  Softlaw  continued  to  show  a 
ction  due  to  encrustation,  and  by  mid  September  it  was  necessary 
aut  off  the  supply  to  the  town  at  weekends  to  allow  the  level  or 
Btorage  tanks  to  build  up.  By  the  end  of  the  year  the  situation 
tie  so  acute  that  the  supply  had  to  be  turned  off  each  night  from 
hdnight  to  5.30  a.  m.  this  unfortunately  will  have  to  continu 
the  trunk  main  is  scraped  in  early  Spring. 
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The  water  was  regularly  chlorinated:  and  I am  pleased  to  rep. 
that  no  complaints  were  received  regarding  the  quality.  The  chlor 
ation  and  lime  dozing  plants  received  twice-weekly  attention  s 
these  functioned  satisfactorily  throughout  the  year  The  lime  ta. 
which  was  perforated  at  the  base,  was  repaired  and  painted. 

The  concrete  steps  of  the  overflow  spillway  at  the  reservo 
which  were  badly  cracked  and  showing  signs  of  disintegration,  * 
repaired  and  are  now  satisfactory,  I would  mention,  however,  that 
walls  of  the  valve  tower  are  cracking  badly  and  should  receive  ea 
attention. 

In  the  Spring  the  water  level  of  the  reservoir  was  once  ag 
lowered  and  dead  vegetation  removed;  also  during  winter  months 
scour  valve  was  left  partially  opened. 

Because  of  the  supply  difficulties  already  mentioned,  the  stoi 
tanks  at  Softlaw  were  not  cleaned  out,  but  this  will  be  d 
immediately  scraping  is  completed  in  early  Spring. 

The  distribution  system  gave  little  trouble  and  this  was  due 
no  small  measure  to  the  efforts  of  the  staff  of  the  Water  Departme 
Regular  day  and  night  inspections  were  carried  out  in  an  effort; 
reduce  wastage  but  the  average  daily  consumpt  per  head  of  populate 
of  64.5  gallons  for  all  purposes  was  the  same  as  last  year  and 
still  much  too  high,  I am  of  the  opinion  that  only  when  water  becc. 
as  expensive  to  the  consumer  as  some  of  the  other  necessary  servir 
will  the  required  reduction  in  wastage  be  obtained.  During  the  ye 
84  Notices  requiring  repair  of  defective  fittings  were  issued  and 
defects  dealt  with  by  the  Water  Department  were  - 

Ballcocks  rewashered  ... 

Valves  rewashered  ... 

Taps  rewashered  

Taps  renewed  ...  ... 

Ballcocks  renewed 
Cylinders  renewed 
W, C.  Cisterns  renewed — 

Burst  Pipes  repaired  ... 

Burst  4 ’ Main  repaired 
W. C„  Cisterns  repaired 
Leaking  Pipes  repaired 


Last  year  in  my  Report  I recommended  that  positive  actior 
taken  to  improve  the  supply,  and  I am  pleased  to  say  that  the  1 
Council  instructed  Messrs.  Gilbert  Thomson  & Son,  Chartered  Cl 
Engineers,  Glasgow,  to  prepare  a report  on  the  measures  necessarj 
make  the  supply  satisfactory  both  for  present  and  future  needs  of 
Town,  along  with  the  probable  cost.  This  report  is  now  being  c* 
fully  studied  together  with  the  offer  by  Roxburgh  County  Council 
the  Burgh  to  participate  in  the  Ale  Water  Scheme.  A decision  on  1 
important  matter  will  no  doubt  be  made  in  the  early  part  of  the  y1 

Drainage. 

The  main  sewerage  system  of  the  Burgh,,  although  some  100  y* 
old,  gave  little  trouble  except  for  three  chokages  which  » 
satisfactorily  cleared. 

Three  old  manhole  covers  and  frames  were  replaced  with  new  < 
of  the  latest  pattern,  and  four  new  saddle  connections  were  maa« 
the  existing  system. 


73 

23 

145 

40 

6 

1 

2 

44 

1 

12 

8 


355 
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. section  of  91  yards  of  9 sewer  in  Croft  Road,  which  had  been 
laid  and  taking  in  too  much  surface  water,  was  lifted  and 


.11  new  drains  laid  during  the  year  were  inspected  and  subjected 
ke  testing. 


Sewage  Disposal 

The  screening  plants  at  Bullet  Loan  and  Maxwellheugh  which 
5 the  solids  only  from  the  effluent,  were  in  continuous  operat- 
iroughout  the  year  and  gave  little  trouble.  Both  plants  were 
ited  and  regularly  maintained. 

Cleansing 

Within  the  past  two  years  some  187  new  houses  have  been  occupied 
bsorbed  into  the  Cleansing  service.  To  undertake  this  heavy 
n without  increasing  the  labour  force,  it  was  necessary  to  re~ 
ise  the  staff  within  the  existing  framework,  but  should  further 
ng  development  take  place,  it  will  be  necessary  to  increase  the 
if  an  efficient  service  is  to  be  maintained 

The  twice-weekly  collections  of  household  and  shop  refuse 
nued  satisfactorily,  and  the  results  of  special  weekly  collect- 
of  salvage  illustrated  below  I am  sure  speak  for  themselves  - 


Tons 

Cwts. 

,f 

s. 

d. 

Waste  Paper 

124 

12* 

793 

17 

4 

Scrap  Metal 

12 

15* 

87 

0 

0 

Baled  Tins 

8 

13*4 

33 

11 

4 

Rags 

12* 

12 

15 

0 

Bottles 

130*4  Dozen 

6 

10 

6 

933 

14 

2 

The  special  collections  of  garden  refuse  from  householders 
duced  last  year,  was  continued  and  extended  a half  day  per  week 
light  weeks  in  both  spring  and  autumn  this  service  was  greatly 
ciated  by  householders. 

The  Shank  Quarry,  2*4  miles  from  Kelso,  where  controlled  tipping 
lployed,  continues  to  receive  all  the  Burgh  s refuse  but  some 
more  months  should  see  the  completion  here  of  the  tipping  space 
effort  is  now  being  made  to  obtain  a new  tip  in  close  proximity 
»e  town. 

The  quantity  of  household  refuse  and  salvage  collected  and 
sed  of  during  the  year  amounted  to  2,226  tons  1 4Vz  cwts. made  up 
llows  - 

Salvage 146  tons  14*4  cwts. 

Household  Refuse  2.080  tons 

shows  an  increase  of  890  tons  on  last  year  and  thus  gives  some 
of  the  effect,  as  already  mentioned,  that  new  housing  has  on 
sing  Service. 
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Street  Cleansing 

The  street  cleansing  service  in  the  Burgh  now  extends  to  f 
11,62  miles  of  roadway,  seven  of  which  are  cleansed  on  behalf  of 
County  Council, 

This  year  for  the  first  time,  the  Town  Council  assumed  resix 
ibility  for  snow  clearing  and  gritting  of  the  County  Council  s n 
within  the  Burgh  on  a repayment  of  50%  of  the  cost  this  I am  cer 
will  provide  a quicker  and  more  efficient  service  than  previously. 

To  keep  streets  clean  and  tidy  it  is  necessary  to  have  the 
co-operation  of  the  public,  but  I regret  to  say  that  co-operatiop 
not  always  forthcoming.  People  continue  to  throw  litter  about  ins 
of  using  the  receptacles  provided  also  in  this  hygienic  age  l 
deplorable  to  see  dog^owners  allowing  their  dogs  to  foul  pavem 
and  streets,  A clean  town  is  a healthy  town  and  is  often  judge, 
the  cleanliness  of  its  streets. 

Street  Lighting 

The  conversion  of  the  Burgh  s Street  Lighting  from  gs 
electricity  has  been  continuing  since  1949  in  five  phases  of  aevi 
ment  and  at  time  of  writing,  97%  of  the  streets  in  the  town 
equipped  with  modern  mercury  vapour  lighting.  This  is  a remark 
achievement,  and  the  Town  Council  are  to  be  congratulated  onJ 
bold  project.  It  can  be  confidently  stated  that  Kelso  s st 
lighting  is  second  to  none  in  Scotland, 

Infectious  Disease 


I am  pleased  to  report  that,  apart  from  four  cases  of  Si 
Fever  the  year  has  been  an  uneventful  one  in  this  respect. 

Slaughterhouse 


In  June,  the  Town  Council,  for  the  first  time  since  1Q40 
again  assumed  responsibility  for  running  the  Slaughterhouse, 
Contractor  was  appointed  to  undertake  the  slaughtering  this,, 
now.  has  proved  quite  satisfactory,  I cannot,  however,  but 
adversely  on  the  delivery  of  meat  to  butchers  in  uncovered  vfijl 
and  I trust  steps  will  be  taken  soon  to  have  this  rectified. 

The  slaughtering  premises  are  out  of  date  and  the  faciliti 
handling  and  storing  carcases  totally  inadequate  for  prese. 
demands.  The  absence  also  of  a good  and  plentiful  supply  of  hot 
makes  the  task  of  proper  cleaning  almost  impossible.  During  the 
the  lairage  roof  was  renewed,  and  work  is  in  hand  to  conve 
booth  into  a condemned  meat  room. 


The  number  of  animals  slaughtered  in  1954  was 


Cattle  — 
Sheep  ... 
Pigs 

Calves  ... 


1,637 

34,952 

990 

171 


Food  In  spec  1 1 on . 


I am  pleased  to  report  that  some  shops  where  food  is  si 
endeavouring  to  improve  their  facilities  for  storing,  disp 
handling  and  wrapping  foodstuffs,  but  there  is  still  a lot  oi 
improvement.  The  practice  of  displaying  uncovered  and  un» 
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tuffs  outside  shops  is  to  be  deplored  and  the  remedy  for  this  is 
8 hands  of  the  customer. 

During  the  year,  319  articles  of  food  weighing  513  lbs.  were 
sinned  as  unfit  for  human  consumption  and  disposed  of  by  the 
ary  Inspector.  This  figure  shows  an  increase  from  last  year. 

Burial  Grounds 

Kelso  Cemetery  is  now  the  only  one  in  general  use  and  is  very 
kept.  During  the  year  there  were  86  interments. 

Factories  Act,  1937 

There  are  53  factories  in  the  Burgh  using  mechanical  power  and 
re  no  power  is  used. 

Four  complaints  by  Hi  Inspector  of  Factories  were  received  and 
ese,  three  have  been  remedied. 

Housing 

During  the  past  year,  the  Town  Council  contracted  to  build 
ty  2-apartment  houses  for  Aged  Persons,  and  six  3-apartment 
bs,  at  Inchmyre,  thus  using  up  the  remaining  building  land  on 
site.  All  of  the  foregoing  are  well  under  construction  and 
id  be  conpleted  early  in  the  new  year. 

The  Town  Council  are  now  turning  their  attention  to  the 
ovement  and  conversion  of  existing  properties  in  the  Burgh  as 
as  building  on  gap  sites  and,  as  a first  step,  a complete 
Lng  survey  is  being  undertaken  at  the  beginning  of  the  new  year. 

Details  of  post-war  housing  development  in  the  Burgh  to  date  are 
out  below  and  it  can  be  seen  from  these  that  the  Town  Council  has 
a splendid  effort  to  re-house  those  in  need, 


Comp  1 et  ed 

Under  Construction 

mporary  Houses  

110 

— 

a-Traditional  Houses  ... 

84 

26 

aditional  Houses 

112 

4 

3.H.A.  - 

No  n-T  r ad i t i on  al 

50 

— 

Traditional  Houses  ... 

43 

8 

399 

38 

During  the  year  82  existing  pre-war  municipal  houses  were 
erted  from  gas  to  electricity  and  it  is  hoped  to  conht^n  wprp 
on  a further  100  houses  in  the  coming  year  also  187  houses 
mally  repainted. 

Three  grants  were  made  to  owner/occupiers  wishing  to  modernise 
r houses  under  Part  VII  of  the  Housing  (Scotland)  Act,  b o * 


Mi  seel laneous . 


Routine  inspections  were  carried  out  from  time  to  tim^ 
■cases  where  nuisances  were  reported,  i.  e.  , choked  trp. 
active  sanitary  fittings,  these  were  remedied. 


and.  in 
drains, 
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In  conclusion,  I would  again  like  to  express  my  grateful  tha 
to  the  members  of  the  Local  Authority,  my  brother  Officials, 
Police  the  Press,  and  the  Citizens  of  Kelso,  who,  by  their 
operation,  have  assisted  me  in  the  discharge  of  my  duties. 

BURGH  OF  JEDBURGH 

Mr.  Noble,  Burgh  Surveyor  and  Sanitary  Inspector,  reports: - 

Statistics. 


Population 


Census  1931  ...  ... 

Survey  1944  ... 

Survey  1951  ... 

Gross  Annual  Valuation 
Rateable  Valuation... 


3,  139 
3,629 
4.080 
£55. 403 
£48.  958 


Area  in  acres  ....  ...  ...  I 

Density  of  Population  (persons  per  acre)  J 

Birth  Rate  per  1,000  of  population j 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  of  population Ijj 

Interments,  including  non-residents Ji 

Water  consumed  per  head  of  population  * 


Mileage  of  Roads  and  Streets: 


Cl  ass  X * • o • • • 

Class  II  

Cl ass  III  ••• 

Unclassified  

1.  40 
0.  44 
0.94 
5.33 

To  tal  • « • • • * 

8.  11 

Assessments 

Consolidated  Rate 

- Owners 

Occupiers  ... 

• • • 

Domestic  Water  Rate 

- Occupiers  only 

• • • 

I 


7/8d 

11/-  j 

fid 


Water  Supply 


Yet  another  year  has  passed,  and  the  method  of  supplyini 
population  from  springs  has  neither  been  altered  nor  augmented, 
reservoir  scheme  at  the  Appletree  Burn,  which  was  gone  into  s®  _ 
by  the  Town  Council,  has  been  momentarily  set  aside,  and  no* 
Council  are  negotiating  with  the  County  Council  of  Roxburghshire 
a view  to  obtaining  a supply  from  the  Ale  Water  project,  pro 
financial  transactions  are  satisfactory.  Although  sanction  has 
obtained  to  sink  trial  pits  and  bore  holes  at  the  Appletree 
site,  nothing  further  has  been  done,  apart  from  receiving  esti 
obtained  by  the  Burgh’s  Engineers.  These  were  rejected  as  i 
unsatisfactory. 

A meeting  was  held  between  representatives  of  the  Town  Co 
and  Roxburghshire  County  Council,  and  after  much  lnteli- 
discussion,  a proposal  was  put  to  the  County  Council  ffher®“- 
Burgh  would  receive  an  augmented  supply  of  water  at  a cost,  o 
years,  not  exceeding  the  capital  outlay  involved  in  the  App  , 
Burn.,  Thereafter,  the  price  would  be  a figure  per  a thousand  gab 
A reply  is  being  awaited. 
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Again,  the  main  control  valves  in  the  various  sections  of  the 
were  cut  back,  and  during  the  summer  season  a start  was  made  in 
inating  the  water  supply,  both  on  the  high  and  low  level 
ms.  This  was  carried  out  as  an  emergency  measure  when  it  was 
that  the  Shawburn  gathering  well  area  was  being  polluted  by 
l droppings.  Steps  were  taken  to  fence  off  the  area,  and  repairs 
made  to  a concrete  tank  which  had  been  admitting  polluted 
ce  water.  Due  to  an  exceedingly  wet  summer,  the  springs  were 
nted  by  surface  water  seeping  through  the  open  joints  in  the 
drains  from  the  outcrops,  so  that,  this  year,  the  water  supply 
ut  off  on  five  occasions.  Had  snow  fallen  before  December,  then 
ght  have  been  possible  to  leave  the  water  supply  on  even  on 
isolated  nights. 

However,  conditions  this  past  year  have  been  abnormal,  and 
d we  ever  have  a dry  summer  and  a dry  winter,  the  water  supply 
ion  will  be  very  precarious  indeed.  I would  go  so  far  as  to  say 
we  would  be  in  very  serious  trouble.  I feel  that  every  step 
d be  taken  to  have  our  present  water  supply  augmented  as  soon  as 
ble. 

Main  Repairs 

During  the  year,  three  repairs  were  made  to  the  distribution 
and  eleven  burst  service  pipes  put  in  order.  Three  hydrants 
installed. 

(Scotland)  .4c t,  1946. 

Nine  intimations  were  made  to  owners  of  private  property  to  have 
:rs  carried  out  to  water  apparatus.  A large  number  of  defective 
in  Council-owned  property  were  also  attended  to  in  the  normal 
e of  duty. 

The  springs  in  the  Shawburn  and  Ashtree  areas  were  checked  for 
ges. 

Consumption : 


55  million  gallons  were  consumed,  being  39  gallons  per  head  or 
00  gallons  per  day  on  a population  of  4,000. 


Water  samples  were  taken  approximately  once  a month  fo 
;r iolo gical  tests,  and  the  analyses  were  made  at  tne  astiey 
ie  Hospital  in  Edinburgh. 


ing: 


Drainage. 


remains  to  be  done  is  to  complete  tne  two  manjiuj.cn  t 

fint  half  built.  The  contractor  and  the  workmen  concernel 


mgratulated  on  a good  effort. 


The  sewage  wo 
Ition  of  sewag.  _ 
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experienced  in  coping  with  the  sludge  inasmuch  that  the  sludge 
area  requires  to  be  extended.  With  continual  wet  weather  during 
summer,  the  sludge  in  the  beds  would  not  cake’  properly,  tia! 
removal’  difficult.  All  of  the  beds  were  cleaned  out  thoroughly  and 
graded  aggregate  installed.  Disposal  of  the  sludge  was  made  to' 
local  farmers. 


Cleansing. 


Street  Cleansing : 

Pour  street  sweepers,  equipped  with  orderly  barrows  of  an  up, 
date  type,  are  continuously  employed  on  cleansing  the  streets. 
Burgh  took  over  from  the  County  Council  the  emptying  of  st 
gullies  on  the  Trunk  roads,  so  that  all  of  the  gullies  in  Tom  on 
streets  come  under  Town  Council  jurisdiction. 

All  main  thoroughfares  are  swept  at  least  once  daily,  and 
Housing  Scheme  areas  twice  a week.  The  total  mileage  of  str 
cleansed  is  8.11. 

Difficulty  is  still  being  experienced  with  the  prodigious  an 
of  litter  which  accumulates  during  the  weekends  at  the  comer  ol 
Canongate  and  the  Market  Place.  It  would  appear  that  the 
solution  to  this  problem  would  be  for  the  Town  Council  to  eng 
byelaw  to  prevent  people  throwing  litter  on  the  streets.  The 
applies  to  nuisances  created  by  dogs. 

Parks 

The  Parks  were  kept  in  a clean  and  tidy  condition  throughouf 
year,  but  the  inclement  weather  did  not  allow  the  cutting  ol 
grass  often  enough. 

Refuse  Collection. 

One  motor  refuse  collector  is  fully  employed  in  uplii 
domestic  and  shop  refuse.  Collections  of  refuse  take  place  W 
week  in  each  half  of  the  Town,  and  during  local  and  nati 
holidays,  a relief  vehicle,  having  a removable  top  is  employ* 
augment  the  service.  This  relief  vehicle  is  to  be  replaced 
waggon  of  a type  suitable  for  similar  duties  in  the  new  year.  Iffl 
2,150  tons  were  removed  and  deposited  on  the  tip. 

Sal  vage 

Cardboard  and  waste  paper  from  the  shops  is  collected 
Wednesday  afternoon,  and  during  the  year  the  baling  of  waste* 
was  put  in  hand.  33  tons  10  cwts.  of  waste  paper  was  disposed  ol 
the  income  was  £235.  18.  7d. 


Re  fuse  Tip 

The  dump  was  kept  in  a good  state  of  order  during  the  year 
trouble  was  experienced  with  small  fires  breaking  out  at  the  UP 
A change  of  dumping  methods  was  employed,  and  the  refuse  colie 
made  responsible  for  the  operations  on  the  dump.  This  change  gr 
improved  the  situation,  and  no  further  trouble  was  experie 
During  very  high  winds,  on  two  occasions,  paper  was  blown  oi 
neighbouring  field  and  property,  but,  on  notification,  immediate 
were  taken  to  collect  the  paper.  The  new  road  is  gradual!} 
formed,  and  in  probably  a year's  time,  full  use  of  another  port* 
the  dump  will  be  made. 


ng  of  Streets: 

Throughout  the  winter,  conditions  underfoot  varied,  but  on  the 
there  was  an  improvement  over  the  same  period  last  year.  On 
ain  trunk  and  non-trunk  and  unclassified  roads,  20 IV2  man  hours, 
ours'  haulage,  and  46  tons  of  ashes  were  expended.  The  laying 
of  small  dumps  of  ashes  for  immediate  use  by  the  scavengers 
5d  very  successful  the  previous  year,  and  this  system  was 
nued. 

c Conveniences 

The  toilet  facilities  at  the  Rampart  gave  little  or  no  trouble 
ig  the  year,  and  both  places  were  re-decorated  in  time  for  the 
sr  season.  Although  a need  for  a new  convenience  exists  to 
ice  the  one  removed  at  the  Townfoot  Bridge,  lack  of  money  at  the 
ent  time  demands  that  the  project  be  deferred  meantime.  The 
ic  Health  Committee,  however,  are  keeping  this  requirement 
nually  before  them  in  case  the  financial  situation  changes. 

! 1 Grounds 

The  Castlewood  Cemetery  was  kept  in  very  good  condition  despite 
veather,  and  this  reflects  much  credit  on  the  Sexton  and  workmen, 
iterments  took  place  during  the  year. 

Abbey  Burial  Ground:  This  portion  of  ground  lies  near  the 

urgh  Abbey,  and  it  was  cleaned,  cut,  and  verges  tidied  on  four 
sions.  The  layout  of  the  grave  stones  hinders  operations 
iderably,  and  as  it  is  not  possible  to  tackle  the  work  by 
Lnery,  much  labour  is  used  to  bring  the  ground  into  a reasonable 


During  the  year,  10,671  attendances  were  recorded  as  follows: - 


Public  Baths. 


Baths 

Attendances 


T owe  1 s 
Hired 


Private 

Baths 


January 

February 

March 

April 

May 

June 

July 

August 

September 

October 

November 

December 


1,  184 

1,  072 
1,376 

2,  277 
2,060 


603 


160 

183 


545 

584 

335 

283 


24 

21 

37 

38 
42 
50 
78 

33 
14 

34 
14 
30 


0 

8 

12 

21 

26 

26 

87 

22 

28 

39 

16 

21 


Total 


10,  671 


415 


315 
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mg  the  early  part  of  1955. 
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Nine  carboys  of  sodium  hypochlorite  and  fifty  lbs.  of  soda 
were  used  to  keep  the  water  clean  and  free  from  contamination. 

Schools  swimming  classes  were  held,  and  over  and  above 
foregoing  figures,  1,916  pupil  attendances  were  recorded.  The  inc 
during  the  twelve  months  amounted  to  £197.  5.  lOd. 


Public  Heal th 


Nui sances: 

Nuisances  under  Section  16  of  the  Public  Health  f Scotland)  A 
1897  were  reported  during  the  year,  and  are  as  follows: - 

Drains  choked  4 

Dirty  house  ...  ...  1 

Dangerous  property  ...  3 

Accumulation  of  refuse  1 

Infested  house 1 


Written  or  verbal  notices  were  served  on  all  authors  of 
nuisances. 

C loses: 

The  various  closes  or  entrances  leading  to  conmunal  unclassil 
roads  were  cement  washed  and  tidied  up. 

D r ink ing  Fountains: 

Three  drinking  fountains  were  purchased  and  these  will^ 
erected  in  leading  parts  of  the  Town  during  1955. 


Smoke  Abatement : 

Despite  the  fact  that  there  are  four  factories  in  the  precii 
of  the  Town,  no  action  was  found  to  be  necessary. 

Sanitary  Condition  of  Schools: 

The  general  cleanliness  of  the  schools  remained  at  a 1 
standard,  and  no  action  was  found  necessary. 

Places  of  Public  Entertainment: 

The  picture  house  premises  were  inspected  and  visited  freque 
and  no  exception  could  be  taken  to  the  cleanliness  of  the  proper* 

Common  Lodging-Houses: 

There  are  no  common  lodging-houses  within  the  meaning  of 

Act. 

Tents  and  Vans: 

The  Town  was  visited  on  four  occasions  by  travelling  shows, j 
on  inspection,  no  exception  could  be  taken  to  the  manner  in 
they  were  kept.  The  Public  Baths  were  much  patronised  by  the  pe 
running  the  shows. 
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mce  Service: 

'he  new  Daimler  Ambulance  continued  to  give  excellent  service  to 
immunity,  and  throughout  the  year  31,435  miles  were  covered,  and 
patients  carried.  This  service  is  much  appreciated. 

•ies  Act  - Inspections  1937  and  1948: 

During  the  twelve  months,  35  inspections  under  the  Act  were 
and  notices  intimated  as  follows  - 

Section  1 to  6 . . . ...  2 

Section  7 9 

Other  offences  ...  ...  2 

13 

The  various  types  of  workshops  and  factories  are  as  follows  — 


Mechanical . 


Non  Mechanical . 


shouses  

sage  Manufacturers 

nery  Premises  

mills  

ages  

ineering 

works  

ning  

1 Sorting 
□n  Manufacturers 
aery  Manufacturers 
ed  Manufacturers 

nting  

em & • < • « » • 

nket  Manufacturers 
1 Spinning  ... 


4 

4 

2 

1 

4 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 


ive  Trades 
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Watch  Repairers  ...  ...  1 

Dress  Alterations  ...  1 

Saddler  ...  ...  ...  1 

Boot  Repairers 1 

Joinery  3 


(The  tannery  occupied  by  J.  Guthrie  ft  Co.,  Jedburgh,  and  the 
;ant’s  business  carried  on  under  the  name  of  Edwin  Collins 
icted  in  a proper  manner,  and  at  no  time  was  it  necessary  to  u 
! tion  to  the  way  in  which  these  trades  were  conducted. 


Two  certificates  as  to  means  of  escape  in  case  of  fire  were 
d in  terms  of  Section  34  of  the  Factories  Act,  1937. 

hter house : 


No  slaughtering  has  taken  place  in  Jedburgh  since  1.  4 - 
ling  of  meat  from  the  various  slaughterhouses  in  the  t 
urgh,  although  reasonably  satisfactory,  still  leaves  it  . 

red,  and  perhaps  in  the  near  future  consideration  should  g 
.iis  matter. 


■tious  Diseases: 


Two  cases  of  scarlet  fever  were  reported,  and  both  removed  to 
ital.  The  same  number  were  reported  during  1953. 
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Condemnation  of  Foodstuffs: 

During  the  year,  168!4  lbs.  of  foodstuffs,  as  follows,  » 
condemned  under  Section  43  of  the  Public  Health  (Scotland)  Act, 

Meat  (Tinned)  . . . 163^ 

Fruit  (Tinned),..  3 
Vegetables(Tinned)  2 

168^ 


The  large  amount  of  meat  condemned  was  in  respect  of  impc 
tinned  hams.  Inspection  of  consignments  to  local  shops  proved  1 
the  average  condemnation  of  tins  was  high,  and  the  shopkeepers  i 
instructed  to  return  all  unopened  tins  to  their  wholesaler. 
Sanitary  Authorities  in  whose  area  the  wholesaler  operated  > 
notified,  and  steps  were  taken  by  them  to  inspect  the  stocks.  Tl 
apparently,  had  been  part  of  a bad  batch,  and  the  remaining  quan’ 
was  removed  from  the  market. 


Housing 

The  building  of  houses  was  stopped  at  the  end  of  1952,  and 
the  present  moment,  we  have  not  a major  problem  on  our  hai 
However,  the  new  survey  necessary  under  Government  Legislation 
alter  the  situation  to  some  extent,  and  steps  are  being  taken  no 
carry  out  the  inspections  before  the  end  of  the  year.  There  D 
doubt  that  the  imposition  of  Closing  and  Demolition  Orders  on  var 
sections  of  the  older  part  of  the  Town  is  long  overdue,  and  it  w 
appear  that  if  Clearance  Areas  were  approved  of,  new  building  in 
Town  centre  would  do  much  to  improve  the  Town  as  a whole, 
essential  services  are  already  laid  on,  and  there  is  no  doubt  i 
mind  that  it  would  be  far  more  beneficial  to  the  community  ' 
building  on  the  presently  developed  sites  in  the  Hindhousefield  ar 

The  prefabricated  houses  are  also  nearing  their  proposed  1; 
of  life,  and  decisions  will  have  to  be  taken  as  to  future  no! 
regarding  their  replacement  or  alteration. 

Steps  were  taken  during  the  year  to  bring  the  older  Coun> 
owned  houses  to  a high  state  of  repair,  and  authority  was  give; 
install  30  new  sink  and  tub  sets.  A large  number  of  defer, 
chimney  heads  were  put  into  order  in  one  of  the  early  built  sche 
and  other  improvements  are  being  contemplated  with  regari 
fireplaces. 

No  difficulty  was  experienced  in  letting  houses,  and  the  sy 
of  advertising  the  permanent  houses  in  the  Chamberlain’s  01 
window  worked  very  satisfactorily.  During  the  year,  51  tenancies 
given  up,  and  in  all,  45  people  accepted  houses  and  6 refused. 

During  the  year,  1, 501  complaints  were  received  and  attended 
Building  Licensing  - Defence  Regulation  56A 

No  licences  were  issued  under  the  above  regulations. 

Surma  ry . 

The  staff  at  the  end  of  the  year  was  made  up  as  follows  - ’ 

4 scavengers 

3 refuse  collectors  (including  driver) 
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1 plumber 

3 semi-skilled  workers 
1 driver  full-time 
1 sexton 
1 labourer 
1 nark  attendant 

1 part-time  attendant  (ladies'  convenience) 

1 baths  sunerintendent 
1 ambulance  driver 
1 public  hall  caretaker 
1 attendant  (Queen  Mary' s House) 

3 labourers 
1 foreman 

24 

ae  year  1954  did  not  bring  any  great  changes  to  the  life  of  the 
ity , but  with  the  bulk  of  the  work  done  on  the  new  sewerage 
ion,  sewage  pollution  of  the  Jed  River  should  be  a thing  of  the 
o far  as  the  centre  and  outskirts  of  the  Town  are  concerned, 
"ter  supply  remains  a heavy  problem,  and  the  housing  situation 
eed  to  be  considered  once  the  survey  is  made.  Improvements  and 
s of  a major  nature  to  the  older  Council-owned  houses  are  in 
but  thoughts  should  be  turned  to  the  privately-owned  property 
older  part  of  the  Town.  The  Council  have  already  taken  wise 
ons  to  operate  the  new  Improvement  Grant  Act,  which  will  be  to 
nefit  of  the  community  as  a whole. 

BURGH  OF  MELROSE 


/!r.  Grant,  Sanitary  Inspector,  reports  - 

General . 

(Throughout  the  year  the  general  health  of  the  Burgh  was  very 
with  low  incidence  of  infectious  disease. 

Water  Supply 

The  supply  throughout  the  Burgh  during  1954  was  adequate  and  on 
casion  were  complaints  received  as  regards  poor  supply- 
can  without  doubt  be  attributed  to  the  scraping  and  r el in in g 
was  carried  out  on  sections  of  the  6 and  7 trunk  pH  nut 
ouncil’  s filtration  works  at  Colmsliehill,  which  were  carr 

g 1953. 

Dingleton  Hospital,  who,  in  recent  years,  have  suffered  consider- 
from  an  inadequate  supply,  maintained  their  storage  re. 
e full  mark  throughout  the  year  with  the  exception  of  a short 
d when  the  tank  was  emptied  for  the  ourpose  of  cleaning 
t the  same  time  opportunity  was  taken  to  carry  out  sever 
_rs  which  were  considered  necessary.  The  meters  ^hic 
-red  to  in  my  last  report  were  fitted  to  the  inlet  a ; 

in  the  Dingleton  Hospital  storage  reservoir  early  "®<iaee 
-onsumption  details  for  the  first  six  months  showei  1 the  very 
mption  per  day  of  approximately  48  000  gallons.  0u  ■ 
season,  the  bulk  of  this  figure  was  provided  by  the  Hospital _s 
ate  spring  supplies,  the  requirements  from  the  Co 
. virtually  negligible. 

The  question  of  the  consumption  figures  which  were  conjiderec^ 

;sive  was  discussed  with  the  Secretary  of  Dingleton  . • P 
greed  to  carry  out  waste  water  inspections  within  t in 

dary.  These  proved  effective  to  the  extent  of 
imption  of  between  15,000  to  18.000  gallons  per  day 
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Bacteriological  samples  of  the  springs  were  taken  when  it  v 
established  that  these  springs  were  contributing  the  majority  of  t 
Hospital  s supply,  and  the  reports  on  these  were  not  very  sati 
factory.  Further  consultation  with  the  Secretary  on  these  repor 
took  place  and  the  Secretary  agreed  to  instal  a suitable  plant 
chlorinate  all  spring  supplies.  Further  samples  taken  for  bactt 
iological  analysis  have  on  the  whole  been  fairly  good. 

During  the  latter  part  of  the  year,  complaints  were  receii 
within  the  Burgh  regarding  a brown  discolouration  in  the  kat 
supply  both  bacteriological  and  chemical  samples  were  taken  1 
analysis..  The  reports  from  the  bacteriological  samples  were  vc 
satisfactory  but  Dr,  Scott-Dodd,  the  City  Analyst,  indicated  ini 
report  on  the  samples  submitted  for  chemical  analysis  that  in  r 
opinion  discolouration  was  caused  by  decaying  vegetable  matter,  j 

Mr  Thomson,  the  Council  s Civil  Engineer,  was  approached  1 
his  views  on  the  matter  of  discolouration  and  he  suggested  t; 
samples  should  be  submitted  for  biological  examination  in  order 
ascertain  the  extent  and  type  if  any,  of  microscopic  life  contai: 
in  the  water.  Further  discourse  with  Mr.  Thomson  on  this  subject  i: 
place  and  it  was  ultimately  decided  to  postpone  the  taking 
samples  for  biological  examination  until  discolouration  took  pH 
again. 

The  average  consumption  for  the  year  was  57.7  gallons  per  d 
per  head,  as  against  58,2  gallons  per  day  oer  head  for  1953-. 


Drainage  System 

During  the  latter  half  of  the  year,  considerable  trouble  ' 
experienced  with  the  main  sewer  from  Darnick.  This  sewer 
particularly  prone  to  chokage  owing  to  the  level  nature  of- 
ground  but  in  this  case  chokages  were  aggravated  by  the  presence 
various  internal  organs  of  rabbits.  This  complaint  was  brought  tw 
notice  of  the  public  through  the  local  press  and  up  until  the  time 
writing  appears  to  have-  had  some  effect  as  there  has  been  no  recu 
ence  of  the  trouble.  The  remainder  of  the  system  functioned  wifi 
trouble.. 


Sewage  Purification  and  Disposal 

Sewage  purification  and  disposal  was  continued  as  formei 
During  the  month  of  May,  the  septic  tanks  at  Bleachfield  and 
Helen  s were  cleaned  out  and  thereafter  were  inspected  at  mont 
. intervals  and  were  found  to  be  functioning  without  trouble. 

During  November,  the  screening  plant  at  the  Slaughterhc 
broke  down  and  investigation  showed  that  a sprocket  wheel  at 
bottom  of  the  chamber  had  broken.  A replacement  was  promptly  or- 
but  delivery  was  not  effected  for  some  weeks.  The  new  wheel,  * 
delivered,  was  fitted  but  the  plant  continued  to  work  unsati sfactor 
Further  investigation  revealed  that  the  spindle  to  which  the  spro' 
wheel  is  connected  had  also  been  damaged  and  arrangements  were  t 
at  the  end  of  the  year  to  have  this  repaired. 


Offensive  Trades 

Inspections  of  the  only  offensive  trade  in  the  Burgh,  viz. 
of  Gut  Scraper,  were  carried  out  regularly  and  on  all  occas 
it  was  found  that  the  business  was  conducted  efficiently. 
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Siaugh  terhouse 

hese  premises  continued  to  be  let  as  formerly.  With  the 
of  the  meat  restrictions,  the  Council,  upon  the  application 
Butchers,  considered  the  position  of  re-opening  the  Slaughter- 
After  some  lengthy  discussion  and  also  a meeting  with  a 
ment  of  Health  official,  it  was  considered  that  the  cost 
sd  in  bringing  these  premises  up  to  the  required  standard  was 
Ltive  and  my  Council  ultimately  decided  to  do  nothing  in  this 


Scavenging. 

ie  collection  and  disposal  of  refuse  continued  as  formerly  and 
was  no  cause  for  complaint.  Towards  the  end  of  the  year  the 
; area  was  extended. 

Sanitary  Conveniences 

etails  of  the  various  conveniences  and  the  number  of  tenants 
them  is  as  follows; - 

imber  of  houses  without  indoor  water  supply  and  sink  - 2 

imber  of  Water  Closets  used  in  common  by  - 

2 tenants  - 3 

3 tenants  --  1 

4 tenants  - Nil 

5 tenants  - Nil 

o privy  middens  or  ashpits  exist  in  the  Burgh  and  there  are 
wo  dry  closets  each  used  by  one  tenant. 

Schoo 1 s 

’he  sanitary  condition  of  the  schools  remained  satisfactory 
hout  the  year. 


Hu  rial  Grounds 

laintenance  of  the  Burial  Grounds  throughout  the  Burgh  continued 
satisfactory. 

Burgh  Police  Acts 

The  few  complaints  received  required  only  informal  action  in 
,g  them  dealt  with. 


Rats  and  Mice  Destruction. 

The  County  Rat  Catcher  continues  to  carry  out  P^iodic  insect- 

of  the  refuse  tin  at  Berryhall  thus  keening  infestati  n 

imum. 

No  complaints  of  excessive  infestation  were  received  during  the 


Public  Conveniences 

The  nublic  conveniences  within  the  Burgh  were  kepi  in  a clean 
throughout  the  year. 
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Housing 

The  fourth  development  comprising  of  12  permanent  houses 
Priorswalk  was  completed  and  occupied  during  the  first  half  of  : 
year. 


A start  was  made  with  the  site  preparation  of  the  Aobey  Stree 
Buccleuch  Street  Development  Scheme  which  comprises  18  permane 
houses  and  1 shop 


Roads  (Unclassified) 

All  the  unclassified  roads  in  the  Burgh  received  the  non; 
regular  maintenance.  The  resurfacing  and,  to  a small  extent,  wideru 
of  Douglas  Road  was  completed  satisfactorily  during  March. 

The  next  unclassified  road  requiring  major  works  is  Ormisr 
Terrace  and  tenders  were  taken  for  this  work,  the  success:; 
tenderer  being  Messrs,  H.  Thomson  & Co.,  Selkirk.  The  work  will  ! 
carried  out  during  the  spring  of  1955, 

Street  Li gfiting 

Trouble  was  experienced  with  the  High  Cross  Avenue  section  < 
the  system  during  the  first  half  of  the  year  and  investigate 
indicated  that  this  section  was  overloaded.  The  Electricity  Boa 
were  subsequently  advised  of  the  position  and  the  necessary  alters 
ions  were  carried  out  satisfactorily.  The  remainder  of  the  syst< 
gave  no  cause  for  complaint  throughout  the  year. 


